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Many Paths, Many People
Throughout the pages of this year’s annual report, two overarching themes are 

apparent: first, there are many paths of Jewish educational engagement; second, 
it takes the collective investment of many, many people dedicated to the educa-
tion of successive generations of Jewish children and families to make high quality  
Jewish learning experiences available. BJE’s work is wholly dedicated to enabling 
Jews to access meaningful Jewish learning opportunities, through such projects 
as day school endowment development, strengthening parent and me programs, 
teen experiential education and nurturing the professional growth of educators 
who teach children in multiple settings. 

Jewish education enriches the lives of learners and enables them to contribute 
the wisdom they acquire to their families and communities. The success of BJE in 
realizing its mission depends entirely on partnership with community institutions 
and individuals. We are fortunate that, over its 78 year history, BJE has benefited 
from the investment and leadership of outstanding volunteers and that equally 
devoted “NextGen” leadership continues to emerge.

Thank you for your support. We recognize with appreciation, those whose finan-
cial contributions made possible the accomplishments of 2014-2015. The work of 
BJE is truly a communal effort; its impact—your impact—is felt for generations.
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Jewish Service Learning with BJE Impact
In November 2014, BJE Impact: 

The Center for Jewish Service Learn-
ing held a conference made possible 
in part by the Pauline Roberts Fund 
for the Teaching of Jewish Ethics. 
The day-long conference addressed 
the integration of community service 
with instruction and Jewish learning 
and looked at best practices in the 
field. Forty Jewish educators, who 
collectively engage with thousands 
of students, heard a presentation  
by the nonprofit organization  
Repair the World.

Participants were then asked to 
share and reflect on their personal 
experiences and discuss different 
models and approaches, challenges 
and how to incorporate new tools 
into their own practices.

Participants appreciated the prac-
tical approach to incorporating this 
kind of work into their curricula, and 
the chance to interact with others in 
the field. They described the confer-
ence as “excellent,” “well planned 
and organized,” and “packed with a 
lot of activities and thought provok-
ing discussions.” One participant 
commented that it was “so inspiring 
and exciting to know there are so 
many smart, talented and resource-
ful professionals.”

Jewish Service Learning is a form 
of active learning that values critical 
thinking and strengthens teens’ 

understanding and connection to 
Judaism and its teachings. It involves 
taking the content from the Torah, 
the classroom, and modern thinking, 
and putting it all to work in the 
community. Research shows that 
when Jewish Service Learning is 
effectively implemented, teens gain 
self-confidence and self-worth, aca-
demic achievement, Jewish identity, 
a deeper sense of the importance of 
Jewish and community citizenship 
and build character.

“We are so incredibly lucky to be 
her daughters,” said Anne Roberts, 
referring to her mother Pauline. 
“Being Jewish and living a life of 
Jewish values was very important 
to her, and she instilled a love of 
being Jewish in us.” Anne’s sister, Teri 
Smooke, echoed these sentiments, 
adding, “She understood the impor-
tance of passing these values on to 
the next generation, and knew that 
teachers can have great influence 
on young people. She wanted to 
provide Jewish educators enrichment 
and networking opportunities to help 
them teach these values.”

BJE Impact aims to help support 
and create meaningful community 
service experiences for teens that 
build Jewish identity and enhance 
Jewish learning. Services include: 
educational consulting, partnership, 
and professional development for 

educators, schools, camps and youth 
groups and programs to help identify 
opportunities to incorporate service 
learning, and to provide the resourc-
es to do so; a website to help Jewish 
teens in Los Angeles and surround-
ing areas find volunteer opportu-
nities and explore Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
project possibilities that match their 

interests and are Jewishly contextu-
alized, and where Jewish educators 
can find relevant teaching resources 
connected to volunteer opportuni-
ties; and BJE Teen Service Corps, a 
summer day camp for 7th – 10th 
graders building on Jewish Service 
Learning experiences. BJE Impact 
is supported in part by a generous 
grant from the Jewish Federation.

For Pauline Roberts’ daughters, 
Anne Roberts and Terri Smooke, 
seeing the conference happen 
was a fulfillment of their mother’s 
wish – and her legacy.

Left-right: Rachel Davidson-presenter,  
Anne Roberts, Terri Smooke, Alisha  
Pedowitz-BJE Specialist, Teen Experiential Education
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NextGEN
Sometimes a cooking class is 

more than just a cooking class. When 
BJE NextGEN gathers young Jewish 
adults for kosher cooking parties, 
they may learn to make a delicious 
lemon raisin chicken tajine, but they 
also learn about programs such 
as JKidLA, a resource for connect-

ing families to Jewish educational 
opportunities that meet their needs 
– including delicious kosher and
vegetarian recipe suggestions for
Shabbat and holidays. BJE NextGEN
was created to connect and engage
young adults committed to furthering

Jewish education with BJE. Through 
a series of social, educational and 
community building experiences, 
participants engage with each other 
and BJE, forming early and meaning-
ful connections to the Los Angeles 
Jewish community.

Co-chaired by Aaron Spiwak and 
Nathalie Altszyler, who also sit on the 
BJE Board, the NextGEN committee 
is comprised of 11 young people 
who are tasked with planning events, 
connecting young adults to BJE’s 
programs and mission and giving of 
their own time and resources. 

 “For me, Jewish education is 
critical to the continuity of our Jewish 
identity and culture,” said Nathalie. 
“We realized that in between the 18 
year-olds who are recipients of BJE 
services and their parents, there was 
a gap made up of young adults who 
largely don’t know about BJE. That’s 
who we’re hoping to engage.”

NextGEN recently presented a 
three-part series: “Navigating the 
Complex Waters of Jewish Education 
in L.A.” The three areas of focus 
– Jewish day school affordability,

complementary Jewish education 
and thinking beyond Jewish schools 
– helped provide important insights
in support of families in the midst
of decision-making about the best
approach to Jewish education for
their own children.

“Our sense is that even among 
those who have heard of BJE, there’s 
been very limited awareness of the 
depth of services provided to Jewish 
families in our community, and 
the tremendous work BJE does to 
support affordability of Jewish educa-
tion,” said co-chair Aaron Spiwak. 

By increasing awareness 
among our peers, we 
hope to steward the next 
generation of BJE leader-
ship, and help strengthen 
BJE’s capacity to accom-
plish its vital mission.

Aaron Spiwak

NextGen Attendees at the BJE 2015 Gala: (top row left-right) Adam Weiss, Matt Weintraub, 
Zach Lainer, Elenna King, Morissa Brenner, Noa Klein, Michael Klein, Danny Raijman,  
Nathalie Altszyler-BJE NextGEN co-chair, Aaron Spiwak-BJE NextGEN co-chair, Sarah Gelbart, 
Josh Gelbart, (bottom row left-right) David Mayman, Gosia Weiss, LeeAnn Weintraub, Talia 
Graff, Leeba Morse-BJE, Campaign Associate Donor & Community Relations, Zach Andrews,  
Liz Bieber, Maddie Miller, Felicia Miller.

Page 2, BJE Annual Report

J3271_Annual Report.indd   4J3271_Annual Report.indd   4 8/11/15   4:17 PM8/11/15   4:17 PM



The First 36 Project
This spring, six early childhood 

Parent and Me programs were 
selected to pilot an exciting and 
innovative program of the Simms/
Mann Institute in partnership with 
BJE and the Jewish Federation. The 
First 36 Project combines tried and 
tested theories of early childhood 
development, starting at birth, with 
cutting-edge research in early child-
hood learning and brain sciences to 
nurture meaningful relationships and 
foster resilience in future genera-
tions. The project is designed to 
rethink the nature of Parent & Me 
programs in Jewish institutions and 
refine their ability to deepen and 
enhance the social and emotional 
development of the youngest chil-
dren and their parents.

The program’s launch included a 
unique and exclusive professional 
development opportunity for the first 
cohort of Fellows – a presentation by 
world-renowned researcher Dr. Ruth 
Feldman. Dr. Feldman is a professor 
of psychology and neuroscience at 
Bar-Ilan University in Israel with a 
joint appointment at Yale University 
School of Medicine’s Child Study 
Center. Her research focuses on the 
biological basis of social affiliation, 
the development of parent-infant 
relationships, bio-behavioral process-
es of emotional regulation, and the 
developmental origins of empathy.

The Simms/Mann Institute’s 
mission, through the vision of its 
founder Dr. Victoria Simms, is to 
develop, implement and support 
groundbreaking initiatives that offer 
authentic solutions to the complex 
issues facing individuals, families and 
communities in the 21st century.  
BJE is fortunate to have been 
selected to partner with the Institute 
to bring this cutting-edge research 
to the following six BJE affiliated 
Early Childhood Centers: Pressman 
Academy of Temple Beth Am ECC, 
Sinai Temple Douglas Family ECC, 
Temple Beth Hillel ECC, Temple 
Judea Preschool, Wilshire Boulevard 
Temple Mann Family ECC, and Valley 
Beth Shalom ECC.

“It is inspiring and exciting to begin 
this journey as a part of this pilot 
cohort. I truly can’t wait to see where 

this program leads me, both  
professionally and personally”. 
Sari Edber, Temple Beth Hillel.

Through its Center for Excellence 
in Early Childhood, BJE works with 
65 Jewish Early Childhood Centers 
and scores of Parent & Me programs 
across greater Los Angeles. 

Dr. Gil Graff noted, “BJE is indebt-
ed to the Simms/Mann Institute for 
its visionary leadership in bringing 
this exciting new direction to early 
childhood education and for partner-
ing with BJE and working with us to 
bring it to the Jewish community.”

Early environments and experi-
ences have a significant impact on 
brain architecture. For these rea-
sons, we aim to advance and  
enhance interventions that will 
lead to best practices for children 
ages zero to three. Supporting  
secure attachments between  
caregiver and infant, starting in 
infancy, fosters the child’s capacity 
to bounce back and cope with the 
inevitable stressors in life.

Dr. Victoria Simms

Top row, third and fourth from right: Dr. Victoria Simms and Dr. Ruth Feldman with 
The First 36 Project staff and fellows from: The Rabbi Jacob Pressman Academy of 
Temple Beth Am ECC, Douglas Family ECC at Sinai Temple, Mann Family Wilshire 
Blvd. Temple ECC, Temple Beth Hillel Department of ECE, Valley Beth Shalom 
Nursery School and Temple Judea Preschool.

Dr. Victoria Simms
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Now that my kids have 
grown up and are having 
children of their own, it has 
become a renewed focus 
in my life to ensure that my 
grandchildren have access 
to affordable and quality 
Jewish education.

Dr. Alan M. Spiwak (2014-present)

I have always felt that BJE 
does such important work 
in promoting Jewish Educa-
tion. To me that is all about 
the continuity of Judaism.  
I feel it a privilege to be 
part of BJE.

Janet Farber (1999-2002)

Without educating our 
children on the values 
and tradition of Judaism, 
we will fail to imbue 
them with the beauty  
of their religion and the 
understanding of the 
need to perpetuate our 
faith. The work of BJE 
through the years and 
going forward assists 
us, in so many ways, to 
achieve that goal.

Rhea Coskey (1997-1999)

BJE is vital to Jewish educa-
tion in Los Angeles. Staying 
involved and connected 
to the vibrant lay leaders 
and staff of BJE gives me 
great personal satisfaction. I 
believe that I am making an 
impact on the quality and 
availability of meaningful 
Jewish experiences for  
children and their families, 
and setting an example of 
best practices, nationally. 

Donna S. Nadel (2011-2014)

I am still involved with BJE 
because of three “Ps”--peo-
ple, programs and premise: 
outstanding BJE board and 
staff members; innovative 
educational programs; the 
overarching premise that 
Jewish education mattters.

Dr. Elaine Lindheim (2005-2008)

Education of our Jewish 
children is the future of  
our community.

Earl Greinetz (2002-2005)

I remain involved with  
BJE because I remain  
committed to its mission  
to provide the support and 
guidance to ensure that 
Jewish children receive a 
Jewish education that con-
nects them to our heritage 
and the Jewish community. 
This is vital to the continuity 
of the Jewish people.

Herb Abrams (1984-1988)

Jewish education is a lifetime commitment. As  
a past president of BJE I know how important a  
communal entity solely devoted to Jewish education 
is for our community. In Los Angeles, BJE is that hub - 
encouraging, assisting, enhancing, garnering support 
for and keeping Jewish education in the forefront of 
community priorities. I could not imagine not being  
a part of it. 

Linda Goldenberg Mayman (1991-1994)

Builders of Jewish Education: 
Why I’m a Builder

BJE has been fortunate to have some of the most engaged, 
committed members of L.A.’s Jewish community at the helm. 
Remarkably, all of the past BJE presidents remain involved with 
BJE’s work, and committed to its vital mission. The institution is 
grateful for their many years of vision and passion. Here, some 
of them share why they are Builders of Jewish Education.

Top row left-right: Dr. Gil Graff-Ex-
ecutive Director, Marc Rohatiner,  
Dr. Emil Jacoby-past Executive 
Director, Herb Abrams, Max 
Candiotty, Mark Lainer, Herb 
Glaser, Dr. Alan M. Spiwak, 
Chuck Hurewitz, (bottom row 
left-right) Donna S. Nadel, Rhea 
Coskey, Earl Greinetz, Dr. Elaine 
Lindheim, Linda Goldenberg 
Mayman, Janet Farber
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Left-right:  
Noah Emanuel, Adir Bernshtein.

Left-right:  
Daniel Ozer-Ross, Edan Evanhaim.

March of the Living 
Student Action

Edan Evanhaim was a student at New 
Community Jewish High School (NCJHS, now 
deToledo High School) when he participated 
in the MOTL in 2015. After a deeply moving 
experience in Poland, the group travelled to 

Israel for the second portion of the program. 
There, on Yom Hazikaron, they watched a 
documentary about Michael Levin, a young 
man who left his home and family in Phila-
delphia to join the Israel Defense Forces, and 
tragically died defending his adopted home 
during the Hezbollah assault on Northern 
Israel in 2006. In 2009, the Lone Soldier 
Center was established to support the nearly 
6,000 “lone soldiers” like Michael, with no 
family in Israel to support them. 

“Walking out of Auschwitz 
and under the sign “Arbeit Macht 
Frei” (‘Work Will Make You Free’) 
opened the dam to rivers out of 
my eyes and onto the skin of my 
cheeks. How come I was able to 
walk out of Auschwitz when so 
many others could not? Perhaps 
it is to remember, to preserve, 
to think and to honor. It is for 
Judaism, for pride, for pain and 
for memory. It is for us; it is for 
them. Theirs was a mission to 
survive. Ours is to never forget.” 
Excerpted from the Daily Califor-
nian, written by Rachel Marcus

 To read the reflections of 
all four students in The Daily 
Californian, go to: http://www.
dailycal.org/2015/01/30/reflec-
tions-70-years-liberation/

March of the Living Reflections
Remember. Educate. Act. 

That is BJE’s call to action of 
the approximately 200 Los 
Angeles Jewish teens who join 
their peers from around the 
world for the annual March of 
the Living (MOTL). This year’s 
march from Auschwitz to Birke-
nau followed the 70th anniver-
sary of the Soviet liberation of 
the Nazi concentration camp at 
Auschwitz. In commemoration, 
The Daily Californian, the publi-
cation of University of Califor-
nia Berkeley, invited students 
to reflect on this powerful 
event. Four contributors –Tiana 
Cherbosque, Rachel Marcus, 
Annie Pill, and Arie Pollock – 
were part of past L.A. MOTL 
delegations through BJE. 

For all four women, the trip 
had a tremendous impact, 
connecting them to their roots, 
and impressing upon them 
their responsibility as Jewish 
people to both remember the 

past, and take action to com-
bat hatred and genocide in the 
world around them.

Rachel Marcus, a rising 
sophomore majoring in 
psychology, explained that this 
was an opportunity to share 
her powerful MOTL experience 
with the Berkeley community. 
“On such a politically active 
campus sometimes people 
only associate Jews with the 
Israel conflict, but there is so 
much more than that – there 
is our history and a large chunk 
of that took place in Europe.” 

“We are the last genera-
tion to be able to physically 
hold the hands of Holocaust 
survivors,” Rachel said. “Since 
the Holocaust there have been 
approximately 48 genocides 
around the world. We said 
‘Never Again’ and we lied. As 
Jews, it is our duty to stand 
up for those who are being 

discriminated against for being 
different. It is our job to look 
beyond our privileged lives, 
remember what it was like for 
our people, and stretch out our 
arm to those in need today.” 

“March of the Living inspired 
me to comport myself with in-
tegrity, to treat others with the 
utmost dignity and respect, 
to stand up for what I believe 
in, and to never be idle in a 
world in which many voices 
go unheard,” stated Annie 
Pill, a rising Junior majoring in 
sociology.

Since the first March of 
the Living held in 1988, over 
200,000 participants, from 
35 countries, have marched 
down the same path leading 
from Auschwitz to Birkenau 
on Holocaust Remembrance 
Day. The 2015 BJE delegation 
included 194 teens and 6 
survivors. BJE March of the 

Living is supported in part by 
a generous grant from the 
Jewish Federation.

The next day, Edan was further moved 
hearing from Michael Levin’s parents, as well 
as spending time with other lone soldiers 
from Los Angeles and hearing their stories. 
Edan was so inspired, that even before he 
left Israel, he knew he wanted to do some-
thing to help support the Centers. “An import-
ant part of the March of the Living is to act,” 
said Edan. “I felt like I could do something to 
help.”

Just a few weeks after Edan returned 
home, he organized two basketball games – 
one between NCJHS alumni and students, 
and one between the Milken High School 
and NCJHS basketball teams – to raise mon-
ey for the Lone Soldier Center. Both schools 
have many students who go on MOTL, and 
he felt that these basketball games would be 
a fun way to draw a crowd and raise some 
money.

Everyone involved made contributions 
to participate: $10 to play, $20 to coach or 
referee; spectators paid for tickets, and some 
made additional contributions. In total, over 
$1,100 was raised, an impressive first effort, 
especially for a high school student.

He was joined in his efforts by NCJHS 
classmates, Adir Bernshtein, Mika Nagar, Eliav 

Gabay, Morgan Davidson and Noah Eman-
uel. Though not all of them had been on 
MOTL themselves, Edan says his friends were 
moved as Jews to see Americans serving in 
the IDF, and were also motivated to help their 
friend.

A graduate of NCJHS, Edan has begun 
his studies at University of Michigan. But he 
hopes that the fundraiser he started this year 

is only the beginning. “I’d like to help future 
MOTL alumni continue doing this [fundraiser], 
and hopefully grow it. I think the trip is very 
important to go on if you have the opportunity, 
and it’s equally important to come together and 
take some kind of action in our community.”
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According to Maimon-
ides, the highest level of 
tzedakah or charitable giv-
ing is to strengthen another 
human being by fostering 
his independence. What 
greater communal mitzvah, 

then, but a partnership of 
the entire Jewish commu-
nity to help build a $100 
million endowment fund 
to help make Jewish day 
school education available 
to successive generations 
of children and families.

In 2007, Mark, Nahum 
and Luis Lainer, trustees of 
the Simha and Sara Lainer 
Family Foundation, had 
exactly this idea in mind 
when, with BJE and The 
Jewish Federation, they 
established the Simha and 
Sara Lainer Day School 
Endowment Fund. Prior 
to the establishment of 
this fund, fewer than 
five day schools in Los 

Angeles had endowments 
of any kind; there was no 
broad financial communal 
plan for securing the day 
school experience for L.A.’s 
future. With the high and 
growing cost of living in 

L.A., affordability was an
increasing concern for
many families. The Lainers

saw a challenge – and an 
opportunity.

At this year’s Gala, BJE 
will honor the Simha 
and Sara Lainer Family 
Foundation for inspiring the 
community’s efforts to raise 
$100M in endowments by 
making a $5M challenge 
grant as an incentive to 
other local philanthropists, 
as a first step, to raise 
an additional $15M. This 
combined $20M—the 
Simha and Sara Lainer 
Day School Endowment 
Fund—would, in turn, 
provide a 1:4 match to 
encourage schools to raise 
an additional $80M in day 
school endowments. This 
ambitious initiative has had 
an incredible impact in the 
community. It has served 
as a catalyst for addressing 
the crisis in day school af-
fordability, and encouraged 
endowment development 
throughout the day school 
system.

Jim Joseph Foundation 
High School 
Affordability Initiative
In 2009, BJE, the Jewish Federa-

tion and the Jim Joseph Foundation 
launched the ambitious L.A. High 
School Affordability Initiative. Over 
the course of six years, the Jim Joseph 
Foundation would provide five Jewish 
high schools significant middle  
income tuition subsidies as well as  
supporting the schools’ fundraising 
efforts to secure a combined  
$17 million in endowment funds. 
Added to the $17 million would be  
a 1:4 matching gift from the Simha 
and Sara Lainer Day School Endow-
ment Fund, bringing the total to 
$21.62 million in endowment funds 
to continue to provide the five high 
schools with annual income for  
middle income tuition assistance.

As of June 2015, the close of the 
six-year grant period, the five high 
schools had raised more than  
$17 million in pledges, with over 
$12.83 million deposited, exceeding 
their fundraising benchmarks.

Jim Joseph High Schools:

deToledo High School  
(formerly New Community 
Jewish High School)

Milken Community High School

Shalhevet School

YULA Boys High School

YULA Girls High school

One of our greatest responsibil-
ities as Jews is to pass on our 
faith and traditions to the gen-
erations that follow us. Making 
Jewish education affordable to 
as many families as possible 
is a powerful way to fulfill that 
responsibility and help ensure 
the Jewish future.

Mark Lainer

Our parents were strong ad-
vocates for the importance of 
Jewish education. They impart-
ed this to my brothers and me, 
helping to shape our Jewish 
identity. I can’t imagine a more 
meaningful way to honor their 
memory.

Luis Lainer

From Generation to Generation
Join us in honoring  
the Simha and Sara Lainer Family Foundation, 
January 14, 2016
Co-chairs: Gary Lainer, Lisa Lainer Fagan and Jesse Lainer-Vos
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Left-right: Mark, Lainer, Luis Lainer and Nahum Lainer 
holding a portrait of their parents Simhaz”l and Saraz”l Lainer.

“Thanks to the initia-
tive of the Lainer family, 
Los Angeles is setting an 
example for cities across 
the country looking to 
address the affordability of 
Jewish education. We are 
incredibly grateful for their 
leadership and vision, and 
look forward to recognizing 
them at this year’s Gala for 
their many contributions.” 
said BJE Executive Director, 
Dr. Gil Graff.

For decades, Simha and 
Sara Lainer strengthened 
Jewish education through 
community-wide scholar-
ship programs and capital 
investments for a growing 
school system. Establishing 
an endowment at BJE, they 
hoped that their example 
would inspire others to 
join them to create a large 
communal endowment to 
support Jewish education. 
To realize that vision, the 
Lainer brothers established 
the day school endow-
ment fund that bears their 
parents name.

The Lainers are well 
acquainted with the ben-
efits of Jewish day school 
education. All of their 
children attended Jewish 
day schools, as do their 

school-aged grandchildren 
today. The next generation  
has already taken up the 
mantle of leadership, with 
Gary and Jeff Lainer help-
ing to lead the endowment 
efforts at their respective 
children’s schools (Gary is 
also currently serving as 
President of Sinai Akiba 
Academy) and Lisa Lainer 
Fagan has served on the 
BJE Board for many years.

The existence of the 
Lainer Fund has helped 
BJE obtain other major 
grants -- $12.7 million from 
the Jim Joseph Foundation 
and $2.475 million from 
the AVI CHAI Foundation, 

PEJE and local donors –  
in support of endowment 
development.

As of June 2015, the 
establishment of the Lainer 
Fund has enabled BJE to 
assist 21 schools to build 
endowments. Over $52 
million has been leveraged 
by the Fund, including 
tuition assistance and 
endowment development 
grants and just under $30 
million in school endow-
ment dollars raised as of 
June 2015.

Currently, the value of 
the Lainer Fund is approx-
imately $7.5 million. The 
Simha and Sara Lainer 
Family Foundation has 
agreed to be honored  

by BJE in order to raise 
needed BJE funds and 
to act as a catalyst for 
completing its goal of $20 
million. We invite you to 
join the Lainers in this vital 
and sacred initiative.

Generations LA
Another phase of endowment devel-

opment – Generations LA – launched 
in 2011 with seven L.A. day schools, 
and was followed by a second cohort 
of five schools in 2013. In early 
2015, BJE launched a third cohort of 
Generations LA, working with four 
day schools to assist them in building 
endowments. This program, involving  
endowment development, coaching 
and support for three years, will help 
these 16 schools achieve a goal of  
at least $19 million in current  
endowment gifts, pledges and legacy 
commitments. The program is already 
a success. As of June 2015, these 
schools had already secured over 
$12.5 million in pledges and deposited 
nearly $5 million in cash.
Generations LA is funded by PEJE, 
(Partnership for Excellence in Jewish 
Education), AVI CHAI Foundation and 
local donor families.

Generations LA Schools:

Abraham Joshua  
Heschel Day School

Adat Ari El Labowe  
Family Day School

Bais Chaya Mushka

Beth Hillel Day School

Brawerman Elementary School  
of Wilshire Boulevard Temple

Cheder Menachem

Emek Hebrew Academy Teichman 
Family Torah Center

Harkham Hillel Hebrew Academy

Kadima Day School

Temple Israel of Hollywood 

The Rabbi Jacob Pressman  
Academy of Temple Beth Am

Sinai Akiba Academy  
A Sinai Temple School

Valley Beth Shalom  
Harold M. Schulweis Day School

Weizmann Day School

Wise School

Yavneh Hebrew Academy

I am proud to see our children 
carrying forward the commit-
ment to Jewish education that 
our parents modelled. They, in 
their own right, are significant 
supporters of Jewish day school 
education and endowment de-
velopment.

Nahum Lainer
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Richard Sandler, Executive Vice-Pres-
ident Milken Family Foundation with 
Dr. Gil Graff

Gala 2014-2015
Honoring Earl Greinetz and Dr. Elaine Lindheim

On January 8, 2015, BJE honored former board presidents Earl Greinetz (2002-2005) and 
Elaine Lindheim (2005-2008) for their many years of extraordinary agency leadership. The 
theme of the evening, and BJE’s year, was “Many Traditions, One People, One Goal,” recogniz-
ing Earl’s Ashkenazi heritage and Elaine’s Sephardic heritage.

The Milken Family Foundation was also recognized for more than a quarter century of 
partnership with BJE, spotlighting excellence in Jewish education through its Jewish Educator 
Awards program, and enhancing day school affordability through scholarship support. 

Donor Thank You Event
Following on the Gala theme: “Many Traditions, One People, One Goal,” members of BJE’s Donor Societies were 

invited to a special evening acknowledging their leadership and support of BJE. The event, held May 31, 2015 at the 
home of Susan and Michael Baum, featured Stephen Sass, President of the Jewish Historical Society of Southern Cali-
fornia. Steve led a lively discussion about the cultural roots of Los Angeles’ diverse Jewish community. Guests brought 
an array of objects, reflecting their families’ place of origin. The objects were exhibited at the event and incorporated 
into the presentation.

Left-right: Dr. Gil Graff-Executive Director, Rhea 
Coskey-Gala co-chair, Dr. Elaine Lindheim and  
Earl Greinetz-Honorees, Janet Farber-Gala co-chair, 
Dr. Alan M. Spiwak-President.

Above: Rabbi Michelle Missaghieh and Ben Tysch.
Left: Stephen Sass, President Southern California  
Jewish Historical Society
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Supporting Jewish Education:
Honor Roll of Donors

Gifts of $100+ received July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015

BJE gratefully acknowledges the essential support of the donors and organizations whose 
generosity enables BJE to provide ongoing services and programs to enhance quality, increase 

access, and encourage participation in Jewish education.

$1M Plus (Visionary) 
Jim Joseph Foundation*

$500,000-$999,999 (Pillar) 
The Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles

$100,000-$499,999 (Sustainer) 
AVI CHAI Foundation 
Janet & Jake Farber 
Jerry and Janine Goldberg Trust** 
Ellie & Mark Lainer 
Milken Family Foundation 
Partnership for Excellence in Jewish Education

$50,000-$99,999 (Trailblazer) 
In loving memory of Milton Baranz”l 
Henry Chaim Lerner Trust 
Wendy & Richard Kellner 
Janine & Peter Lowy 
Max & Anna Baran, Ben & Sarah Baran & 
  Milton Baran Endowment Fund** 
Simha and Sara Lainer Family Foundation 
Simms/Mann Family Foundation*

$25,000-$49,999 (Trustee)  
In loving memory of Benz”l and Sarahz”l Baran 
Diane P. & Guilford Glazer Fund 
Erwin Rautenberg Foundation 
Earl Greinetz 
J. Samuel Harwit,z”l and
Manya Harwit-Avivz” Charitable Trust

Maurice Amado Foundation 
Drs. Jack & Gitta Nagel 
Dr. Susan Plutsky & Mel Plutsky 
Simha and Sara Lainer Fund  
  for Jewish Education** 
Sheila Baran Spiwak & Dr. Alan M. Spiwak 
Anna & William Tenenblatt 
The Sigiz”l & Marilyn Ziering Family

$10,000-$24,999 (Benefactor)  
Susan & Michael Baum 
Penny & Mark Berns 
Bertha Erwin John Lustig Welfare Fund** 
Stanley Black 
Claire & Rabbi Baruch Cohon 
Sharon & Herb Glaser 
Robin & Gil Graff 
Robert Hirsch 
Lisa & Victor Kohn 
Lainer Israel Interns Endowment Fund** 
Sheila & Aaron Leibovic 
Roberta & Wes Lester 
Dr. Elaine & Richard Lindheim 
Judith & Louis G. Miller 
Donna & Paul Nadel 
Nurit & Rich Robin 
The Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Foundation 
Wallis Foundation - Cecilia & Jeffrey Glassman 
Witkin Family Trust

$5,000-$9,999 (Guardian) 
Abraham Joshua Heschel Day School 
Dr. Brenda Fabe & Michael Adler

Sandra & Dr. Mayer Brenner 
  and Apple Matching Gifts Program 
Rhea Coskey 
Deborah & Leon Farahnik 
Field Family Fund 
Beth & Todd Gindy and Northwestern 
  Mutual Foundation Matching Gift 
Roz & Abner Goldstine 
Miriam Prum Hess & Mark L. Hess 
Lela & Dr. Norman Jacoby 
Charlotte & Stanley Kandel 
Shirley & Phil Liff-Grieff 
Adrian & Larry Miller 
Karmi & Harold Monsher 
Jill  & Steven Namm 
Marcia & David Nimmer 
Peggy & Edward B. Robin 
Lynn & Marc Rohatiner 
Nancy & Jay Schulman 
Gail & Steve Shapiro 
Smotrich Family Foundation 
Susan Jacoby Stern & Joel Stern 
Whizin Family Philanthropic Fund

$2,500-$4,999 (Support Circle) 
Anonymous 
Herb S. Abrams 
Barbara & Albert Algaze 
American Friends of Tel Aviv University 
Andre & Marilyn Danesh Fund 
Arthur and Edith Stern Family Foundation 
Rhoda & Dr. Robert Barnhard 
Lynn & Leslie Bider 
Rosanna Bogart 
Irene & Yoni Boujo 
Catapult Learning LLC 
Faith & Jonathan Cookler 
Alyce & Philip de Toledo 
Rabbi Michelle Missaghieh & Dr. Bruce Ellman 
Lisa Lainer-Fagan & Brian Fagan 
Fannie P. Wienir Scholarship  
  Endowment for Jewish Studies** 
Jean & Dr. Jerry Friedman 
Arnold Gittelson 
Steve Gordon 
Nat Gorman 
Marjorie & Robert Gross 
Dr. Steven Hochstadt & Stephen Sass 
Leo Howard 
Jacob Hillel Stern Memorial Fund** 
Janine & Richard Kolodny 
Lee & Luis Lainer 
Lynda & Bernard Lax 
Serene Lazar 
Aliza & Michael Lesser 
Mollie S. Levinz”l 
Donna & Hyman Jebb Levy 
MUFG Union Bank N.A. 
Virginia & Francis S. Maas 
Mandell and Madeleine Berman Foundation 
Amy & Harold Masor

Linda Goldenberg Mayman 
  & Robert M. Mayman 
Milken Community High School 
Estate Of Morris Knopow Fund** 
Anna Baum Novack & Barry Novack 
Jodi & Greg Perlman 
Julie & Marc Platt 
Roberta Goodman-Rosenberg &  
  David L. Rosenberg 
Sam & Bessie Gutlin Scholarship Fund** 
Samuel and Helene Soref Foundation -  
  Irma and Ben Breslauer 
Dr. Claudia & Sandor Samuels 
Liz Rosman Schwartz & Mitchell Schwartz 
Sephardic Temple Tifereth Israel 
Dr. Lise F. Spiegel & Bennett L. Spiegel 
Marci Barnhard Spitzer & Dr. Andrew Spitzer 
Sari & Jay Stein 
Gladys Sturman 
Valley Beth Shalom Rabbis and Administrators 
Shari & Michael Weiner 
Julie & Mel Wynn 
Ruth Ziegler

$1,800-$2,499 (Chai Society) 
Anonymous 
Adam and Gila Milstein Family Foundation 
Debbie & Mark Attanasio 
Debby Barak 
L. Larry Clumeck - Clumeck, Stern,

Schenkelberg & Getzoff
Susie Forer-Dehrey & Yehuda Dehrey 
Bonnie Smigel-Derin & Greg Derin 
Feder Family Foundation 
Frida & Joel Glucoft 
Rheba Ganzweig Goldman 
Susie Magnin Greinetz & Alan Greinetz 
Vera Hart 
Stacy Reznikoff Kent & Ranon Kent 
Marnie & David Nagel 
New Community Jewish High School 
Myra & Bruce Newman 
Eva Perlman 
Janet & David Polak 
Ellen & Richard Sandler 
Dena & Irving Schechter 
H. Stephen Schloss
Angel & Alan Schneider
Sinai Akiba Academy
Elizabeth & Michael Soroudi
Alissa & Aaron Spiwak
Rachel Andres & Benjamin Tysch
Helena Kornwasser Usdan & Steven Usdan
Susan Weiss-Fischman & George Weiss
Marcee & Mitch Weiss
Lynne & Robert Zuckerman

$1,000-$1,799 
Anonymous 
Beatrice Schultz Endowment** 
Helene Rosenzweig & Richard Bock 
Sandy & Max Candiotty 
Carol & Jerry Coben 
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Sherri & Paul Cunningham 
Keren & Leonard Dunn 
Carrol & Jack Fenigstein 
Jerold Fine 
Steffanie & Geoffrey Gee 
Elaine & David A. Gill 
Gindi Maimonides Academy 
Rochelle & Dr. Eli Ginsburg 
Inbal & Ron Gonen 
Sandy & William Goodglick 
Doris & Ernest Goodman 
Betty Hamburger 
Leon Hasson 
Kathi Barnhard & Gary Hiller 
Renee & Chuck Hurewitz 
Deborah & Ivan Kallick 
Roberta & David Kimmel 
Hannah & Marshall Kramer 
Sharon & Gordon Krischer 
Lynne & Jeff Lainer 
Alice & Nahum Lainer 
Jill & Martin Lasker 
Irene & Howard Levine 
Marilyn & William Lindheim 
Ilana & Dr. Mark Meskin 
Allyn & Kevin Miller 
Fran & Stuart Miller 
Cheryl & Ronald Nagel 
Monise & Anthony Neumann 
Carole Oken 
Sandy Silas & Perry Oretzky 
Oskar Schindler Humanities Foundation** 
Helen & Frank Ponder 
Deborah & Dr. Bruce Powell 
Linda & Jeffrey Resnick 
Judy & Alan Rosen 
Gail & David Schnaid 
Pamela & E. Randol Schoenberg 
Elaine Schreiber 
Annette & Dan Shapiro 
Rita & Jack Sinder 
Elaine & Dr. H. Jerome Stulberg 
UCLA Center for Jewish Studies 
YULA Boys High School 
YULA Girls High School 
Marcie & Howard Zelikow

$500-$999 
Anonymous (2) 
Barbara Miller-Fox Abramoff 
Dr. David Ackerman 
Adat Ari El 
Elke Coblens Aftergut & Emanuel Aftergut 
Alzheimer’s Association,  
  California Southland Chapter 
BJE Ulpan Fund** 
Raquel & David Bensimon 
Bonnie & Ronny Bensimon 
Melissa and Dr. Michael Berenbaum 
Elaine Berke 
Evelyn Zebker-Bernstein & Menashe Bernstein 
Linda & Steven Brown 
Beverly & Mark Brutzkus 
Chavi F. Hertz Foundation, Inc. 
Cheder Menachem 
Naomi & Dr. Mark Chernin 
Debra & Albert Cohen 
Judy & Dr. Daniel Cole 
Daniel & Marieka  
  Schotland Endowment Fund** 

Molly Forrest & Erwin Diller 
Marlynn & Rabbi Elliot Dorff 
Dorothy & Lou Schotland Endowment Fund** 
Bonnie & Allan Duboff 
Rabbis Ed & Nina Feinstein 
Rose & Al Finci 
Rochelle & Gary Finder 
Debra & Tim Fletcher 
Eileen & Donald Fracchia 
Judith & Larry Garshofsky 
Susie & Jaime Gesundheit 
Sharon & Elie Gindi 
Deborah & Dr. Mark Goldenberg 
Senta & Dr. Chaim Graff 
Susan Kaiser Greenland & Seth Greenland 
Marnie & Randy Greenwald 
Cathy Halfon 
Marilyn & Monty Hall 
Debbie & Edward Herbst 
Lisa & George Hess 
Shirley Hess 
Margie & Jeff Honickman 
Eileen & Steven Horowitz 
Alissa & Jeffrey Hurok 
Miriam & Jonathan Istrin 
Erika & Dr. Emil Jacoby 
Jewish Free Loan 
Pam & Evan Kaizer 
Judith & Allan Kandel 
Caryn & Jerry Katz 
Kenneth J. & Marilynn J.  
  Friedman Family Foundation 
Nancy & Howard Klein 
Arlene & Moshe Kupietzky 
Bettina Kurowski 
Nadine & Steve Lavender 
Adrianne & Victor Lavis 
Sidonia Lax 
Karri & Murray Lee 
Allyn & Jeffrey Levine 
Roslyn & Joel Linderman 
Denise Lubow 
Iris & Philip Malinsky 
Manuel & Barbara  
  Wertheimer Endowment Fund** 
Bernice & Darwin Miller 
Sheilah & Donald Miller 
Jo Mintz-Seligman 
Pacific Western Bank 
Joy & Gerald Picus 
Leslye & Dr. Samuel Prum 
Linda & Larry Rauch 
Tara & Jay Reisbaum 
Raina & James Ring 
Natalie Roberts 
Ronald and Harriet  
  Hersch Charitable Gift Fund 
Sheryl & Michael Rosenberg 
Dr. Joanne Sacks 
Irene & Norman Saiger and Bank of 
  America Matching Gift  
Ellie & David Sambol 
Helen & Moshe Sassover 
Elaine Schenirer 
Sheri & Arnold Schlesinger 
Leonora & Harold Schloss 
Alice Schoenfeld 
Shalhevet High School 
Annette & Leonard Shapiro 
Avid & Farshid Shooshani 

Andrea & Moshe Silagi 
Susan Fink & Robert Smith 
  and Mass Mutual Matching Gift 
Caren & Erwin Sokol 
Liane & Benjamin Sternlieb 
Drs. Diane and Mark Tarica 
Miryam & Samuel Tarica 
Yana & Bradley Temkin 
Tammy & David Temkin 
Temple Beth Am 
Temple Israel Of Hollywood Day School 
Ellen & Ron Tinero 
Sylvia Bernstein-Tregub & Burton Tregub 
Janice Tytell 
University Synagogue 
Vital Research 
Judith & Allen Weinstock 
Shannon & Eric Weiss 
Debra & Scott Weiss 
Wise School 
Orna & Keenan L. Wolens 
Farideh & Hamid Yashar 
Alfreda & Abraham Yazdi 
Jan & Dr. Phil Zakowski 
Elana & Scott Zimmerman

$250-$499 
Adat Yeshurun Valley Sephardic Congregation 
Vivian & Ron Alberts 
Honey Kessler Amado 
Anita & Harold J. Zivetz Scholarship Fund** 
Sue & Eytan Avisar 
Greta Bayer 
Annie & Herman Berman 
Janis & the Honorable Howard Berman 
Lanie Bernhard 
Bonnie & Mitchell Bloom 
Arlene & Stewart Bloom 
Morrisa Brenner 
Sandra Stillwater & Jerome E. Bulavsky 
Sunny Caine 
Carolyn & Rabbi Richard Camras  
Marysa & George Caplan 
Rita Chotiner 
Rochelle & Freddy Cohen 
Lisa & Jeffrey H. Cohen 
Rae Cohen 
Ellen & Marshall Cole 
Dvorah Colker 
Deborah Smotrich Diamond & Eric Diamond 
Maureen & Larry D. Eisenberg 
Rebekah & Howard Farber 
Dalia & Dr. Daniel Farkas 
Nancy Cooper-Federman & Neal Federman 
Rachel Finegood 
Hillary & Russell Fogarty 
Dr. Beryl Geber 
Sarah & Josh Gelbart 
Faith & Richard Gershbock 
Tina & Michael Gittelson 
Bari Anne & Steven C. Good 
Susie & Bruce Goren 
Dr. Annette & Rabbi Mel Gottlieb 
Vicky & Arnold Green 
Efrem Harkham 
Hannah & Bryce Hellman 
Ada & Jim Horwich 
Sheryl & Mark Hyman 
I.A. & A.I. Reiss Memorial Fund**
Sharon & Leon Janks
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Ruthie & Hillel Kellerman 
Linda & Dr. Harvey Kulber 
Lisa & Gary Lainer 
Barbara & Dr. Ron Lang 
Beth Becker & David Lash 
Michele & Dr. Norman Lavin 
Shelley & Paul Lawrence 
Dina & Fred Leeds 
Laurie Glickman & Jim Leewong 
Jill & Matthew Lefferman 
Janet Levine 
Israel & Nadine Levy 
Roberta Feinberg & Ely Malkin 
Eve Marcus 
Marcie Meier 
Beverly K. Mintz 
Susan & Edward Mizrahi 
Ruhama & Rabbi Elazar Muskin 
Dr. Jody Myers 
Paulette & Ron Nessim 
Doreen & Donald Nortman 
Marla & Ron Osband 
Wanda & Avi Peretz 
Kathe & Howard Pilch 
Rose Pilch 
Molly & Abe Presser 
Bea Reynolds 
Miriam & Dr. Ronald Reynolds 
Abby Robyn 
Rabbi Karen Fox & Michael Rosen 
Fran Morris-Rosman & Richard Rosman 
Sara & Jay Sanders 
Lesley D. Schreiber 
Sephardic Educational Center 
Sally Shafton 
Adele Shapiro 
Alexander Sheinin 
Jan Shulman 
Linda & Sylvain S. Silberstein 
Selma & Philip Silverman 
Rachel & Richard Slaton 
Dr. Elaine S. Meyers & Daniel Spitzer 
Ruth & Sol Teichman 
Marshall Temkin 
Yael & Dan Tenenbaum 
Tammy & Roey Urman 
Barbi & Lawrence Weinberg 
Marcia & Robert Weingarten 
Deborah Eisen & Joel Weinstein 
Barbara Weinstock 
LeeAnn & Matt Weintraub 
Gosia & Adam Weiss 
Drs. Hannah & Robert Wexler 
Lisa & Michael Wolf 
Yavneh Hebrew Academy 
Rosalie & Edwin Zalis 
Fran & Stuart Zimmermann

$100-$249 
Nancy & Dr. Emanuel Abrams 
Debbie Lauterbach & Paul Abrams 
Adat Ari El Rose Engel ECC 
Leslie & Michael Adler 
Sara & Dr. David Aftergood 
Dr. Michael & Arlene Agress 
Maya & Ehud Aharon 
Elaine Albert 
Merrill & Gregg Alpert 
Felicia Miller & Zach Andrews 
Cantor Judy Dubin Aranoff & Mel Aranoff 

Paula Avchen 
Maida & Zvi Aviad 
Bais Chaya Mushka 
Bais Yaakov School For Girls 
Beverly Barak 
Tillie Barnett 
Cathy & Mike Barry 
Laura Barton 
Evelyn Bauer 
American Associates, Ben-Gurion 
  University of the Negev 
Regina & Gary Benson 
Bella & Rabbi Ben Zionz”l Bergman 
Ilene & Dennis Berman 
David Black 
Ronald Blanc 
Julie & Steve Bram 
Susan & Jonathan M. Brander 
Barbara & Dr. Richard Braun 
Lynette & Derek Brown 
Jan & Richard Burns 
Teri Carnahan 
Rachel Neima Chasky 
Susan Zneimer & Martin Chetlen 
Sharon & Arnold Cohen 
Beverly & Robert Cohen 
Sherri & Michael Cohn 
Jason Cole 
Nita Corinblit 
Eleanor & Dr. Bernard Davidorf 
Cheryl & William Davidson 
Rocki & Franklin DeGroot 
Helen & Gary Dosik 
Noreen Green & Ian Drew 
Judge Anita Dymant & Richard Drooyan 
Nancy & Michael Eisenstadt 
Emek Hebrew Academy, Teichman Family 
  Torah Center 
Ethel & Abe Weinberg 
  Jewish Education Fund** 
Susan & Dr. David Farkas 
Dr. Benjamin Fass 
Mindy & Andrew Feldman 
Sarita Fields 
Shari & Jeffrey Fishman 
Shelley & Dr. Phillip Fleshner 
Diana & Robert Friedman 
Friendship Circle 
Rita & Dennis Funk 
Amy & Noah Furie 
Shirin & Mark Gabay 
Julie Monkarsh Gadinsky 
Beth & Herbert Gains 
Shelley Gilad 
Drs. Liz & Cary Glass 
Yona & David Goldberg 
Susie & Marty Goldberg 
Marion Goldenfeld 
Val & Stan Goldstein 
Karen & Jeffrey Goss 
Ari Graff 
Felice & Arieh Greenbaum 
Lisa Feldman & Brian Greene 
Vanessa Padon & Steven Greinetz 
Dvorit Grinberg 
Cecile & Ed Gromis 
Tamara & Andrew Gross 
Barbie & Robert Guttsman 
Janet Halbert 
Abby & Larry Harris 

Sally Harris 
Tanya & Michael Heldman 
Sarah Hershberg 
Jan & Paul Hoffman 
Rabbi Yechiel Hoffman 
Rena & Perry Horowitz 
George-ann Hyams 
Rina & Dr. Sherwin Isenberg 
Mady & Arthur W. Jablon 
Judy & Ronald Kabrins 
Sari Abrams & Rabbi Joseph Kanefsky 
Jennifer & Michael Kaplan 
Jackie & Bobby Katz 
Janice & Philip Kaufler 
Vicki & Arnie Kay 
Marc Kaye 
Wendy & Gregg Keer 
Joan Kern 
Sandra & Irving Klasky 
Leonard Kligman 
Elaine & Rabbi Baruch Kupfer 
Leeba Morse & Reuben Kurs 
Richard W. Labowe 
Thess & Orly Lacap 
Barbara & The Honorable Ken Laff 
Mallory & Greg Lee 
Amy Weisz Leserman & James Leserman 
Tamra & Dr. Benjamin E. Lesin 
Carolyn Salzer Levin 
Edward Levine 
Janice & Paul Levy 
Irene S. Lieberman 
Teri Cohan Link & Baruch Link 
Tina & Michael Loboda 
Sheva Locke 
Katherine & Russell Lynn 
Noorollah Makabeh 
Judith & Rabbi Allen Maller 
Dee & Jeff Margolis 
Claire & Donald Marks 
Richard Marpet 
Sharon & Moshe Mashiach 
Tzviah & David Mayman 
Marcie & Steven Medof 
Dorice & Jacob Melamed 
Dahlia & Robert Melamed 
Deborah Musher & Rabbi Joseph Menashe 
Eileen & Paul Meshekow 
Susan & Arthur Mishler 
Linda & Shahrokh Mokhtarzadeh 
Veronica & Paris Nourafchan 
Marsha & Mark Novak 
Pamela  & Gerald Offsay 
Nancy Ohana 
Rachel & Roger E. Parrell 
Vicky & Sam Praw 
Dr. Michelle Finkel & Dr. David Presser 
Tammie Presser 
The Rabbi Jacob Pressman  
  Academy of Temple Beth Am 
Amy & Jeffrey Rabin 
Fredi & Rabbi Joel Rembaum 
Billie & Harold Rice 
Simone Roland 
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Rosen 
Rosie & Mark Rosenbaum 
Janet & Bobby Rosenblum 
Margy & Allan Rosenbluth 
Elana & Jack Roth 
Lois & Rabbi Moshe Rothblum 
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continued from page 11

Sunny & Larry Russ 
Rica & Vic Sabah 
Lisa & Scott Saliman 
Regina & Joseph Scheer 
Alison Mayersohn &  
  Rabbi Laurence Scheindlin 
Sandi & Avi Schlesinger 
Aviva Schotland** 
Sarajane & John Schwartz 
Dr. Carol Kurz & David Senensieb 
Millie Senensieb 
Rivka Shaked 
Judy & Aron Shapiro 
Rita Shapiro 
Rhoda & M. Melvin Shralow 
Leslie & Neil Silverstein 
Kurt Smalberg 

Freda & Sanford Small 
Sol Bear & Esther Lipshutz Memorial Fund** 
Suzanne & Martin Solig 
Rebecca & David Spain 
Dina & Michael Spivak 
Cindy & Steven Steinschriber 
Carolyn & Yoram Stern 
Myrna & Joseph Strapp 
Mary & Aric Streit 
Stella & Leslie Stricke 
Tove & Carl Sunshine 
Ethel & Dr. Martin Taft 
Louise & Craig Taubman 
Janice & Frank Tavel 
Laurie & Larry Turkheimer 
Valley Torah High School 
Naomi Zimmermann & Alan Van Gelder 
Laurel & Kenneth Warner 

Lenore Wax 
Karen & Sanford Weiner 
Shelley & Dr. Steven Weinstock 
Deli & Herb Weisberg 
Ronald Weiss 
Susan & Dr. Ronald Wolfson 
Rena & Michael Wolkenfeld 
Lesley & Jeffrey Wolman 
Yeshiva Ketana of Los Angeles 
Yeshiva Ohr Eliyahu 
Cookie & Jerry Zack 
Judy & Marvin Zeidler

**Funds administered by The Jewish 
Federation of Greater Los Angeles 

**Funds administered by the Jewish  
Community Foundation of Los Angeles

z”l: of blessed memory

BJE Acknowledges 
with Appreciation:

Program funding from the Jewish Federation, in support of:

BJE Impact
California Association of Private School Organizations (CAPSO) 

dues (on behalf of schools)
Day School Capacity Building

Epic Israel
JKidLA/Concierge

Leveraging Government Resources
March of the Living

Youth Professional Advisory Council (YPAC)

Program funding gifts ($10,000+) from  
foundations and individuals in support of:

Day School Endowment Development
-  AVI CHAI Foundation / Partnership for

Excellence in Jewish Education (PEJE)
- Diane P. & Guilford Glazer Fund
- Jim Joseph Foundation*
- Wendy & Richard Kellner
- Sheila & Aaron Leibovic
- Janine & Peter Lowy
- In loving memory of Milton Baranz”l 

- William and Anna Tenenblatt Foundation
Day School Scholarships

- Bertha Erwin John Lustig Welfare Fund**
- Henry Chaim Lerner Trust
- Jim Joseph Foundation*
- Milken Family Foundation

Educator Awards
- Milken Family Foundation
-  Simha and Sara Lainer Fund

for Jewish Education**

The First 36 Project
- Simms/Mann Family Foundation*

Information Technology
- AVI CHAI Foundation

JKidLA/Concierge
-  The Rosalinde & Arthur Gilbert Foundation

Lainer Israel Interns Program
-  Ellie and Mark Lainer
-  Lainer Israel Interns Endowment Fund**

March of the Living
-  Claire & Rabbi Baruch Cohon
-  Erwin Rautenberg Foundation
-  Jerry & Jeanine Goldberg Trust**
-  Lisa & Victor Kohn

Donors who contributed funds  
between July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015 
to the Simha and Sara Lainer Day  
School Endowment Fund

-   In loving memory of
Benz”l and Sarahz”l Baran

-  Sheila Baran Spiwak & Dr. Alan M. Spiwak

 **In cooperation with The Jewish Federation
** Funds administered by the Jewish  

Community Foundation of Los Angeles

LEGACY SOCIETY
BJE gratefully acknowledges the  

generosity of those who have made 
testamentary provisions to support  

the enduring mission of BJE:

Greta Bayer
Sandy & Max Candiotty
Rhea & Halz”l Coskey
Janet & Jake Farber
Robin & Gil Graff 

Tobaz”l & Earl Greinetz
Betty & Sivanz”l Hamburger

Miriam Prum Hess & Mark L. Hess
Renee & Phalen “Chuck” Hurewitz

Rabbi Glenn Karonsky
Linda Goldenberg Mayman  

& Robert Mayman
Marcia & David Nimmer

Norman Saiger
Jo Mintz-Seligman
Julie & Mel Wynn

BJE is grateful to receive  
generous and continuing  

support from the estates of:

Hyman Bolotinz”l *
Frances Brodyz”l

Maxwell & Betty Caganz”l *
Tamara Ehrlichz”l

Jerry and Jeanine Goldbergz”l *
Morris Knopowz”l * 

Henry Chaim Lernerz”l

Sol Bear & Esther Lipshutzz”l *
Sydney M. Lindenz”l 
I.A. & A.I. Reissz”l *
Beatrice Schultzz”l *

Ethel & Abe Weinbergz”l *
Martin F. Witkinz”l

Anita & Harold J. Zivetzz”l *

To discuss Legacy or Endowment opportuni-
ties at BJE please contact Miriam Prum Hess, 
323.761.8334 or mprumhess@bjela.org 

*Funds administered by the Jewish Community
Foundation of Los Angeles.

z”l: of blessed memory
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Financials at a Glance
Fiscal Year 2014-2015 (unaudited)

Revenue

Expense    

Jewish Federation Grants for BJE Programs & Services & Student Scholarships $ 733,476
Jim Joseph Foundation High School Affordability Initiative * 2,690,198
Restricted Grants & Contributions (Other than Jewish Federation and Jim Joseph) 1,104,502
Unrestricted Contributions & Distribution from Investment 1,561,655
Fees & Other Revenue from Program Services 1,336,073

TOTAL $ 7,425,904

Net Occupancy Charges***
1.35

***  In conjunction with Jewish Federation
***  Does not include $1.674 million in resources accessed in support of student learning 

and professional development through Los Angeles Unified School District
*** Net occupancy charges paid to Jewish Federation

Jim Joseph  
Foundation High School 
Affordability Initiative*

36.23%

Restricted Grants & Contributions  
(Other than Jewish Federation and Jim Joseph)

14.87%

Unrestricted 
Contributions & 

Distribution from 
Investment
21.03%

Fees & Other Revenue from 
Program Services

17.99%

Jewish Federation Grants for 
BJE Programs & Services & 

Student Scholarships
9.88%

Centers for Day School, Early Childhood & Complementary Jewish Education ** $ 2,117,413
Center for Teen Experiential Education 1,825,749
Student Scholarships 2,163,011
Center for Jewish Educational Engagement 163,863
Communications, Resource Development & Agency Visibility 457,169 
Planning, Administration, Finance & Governance 597,751 
Net Occupancy Charges *** 100,948 

TOTAL $ 7,425,904

Centers for Day School, Early Childhood & 
Complementary Jewish Education**

28.51%

Center for Teen  
Experiential Education

24.59%

Student Scholarships
29.13%

Center for Jewish  
Educational Engagement

2.21%
Communications, Resource 

Development & Agency Visibility
6.16% 

Planning, Administration, 
Finance & Governance

8.05%
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BJE: Builders of Jewish Education
6505 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA 90048
323-761-8605
www.bjela.org

Dr. Alan M. Spiwak 
President

Susan Baum 
Vice President

Mark S. Berns 
Vice President

Janine Kolodny 
Vice President

Nurit Robin 
Vice President

Steve Shapiro 
Vice President

Sheila Baran Spiwak 
Vice President

Marci Spitzer 
Corresponding 

Secretary

Bonnie Smigel-Derin 
Recording Secretary

Liz Rosman Schwartz 
Parliamentarian

Bennett L. Spiegel
Treasurer
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