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This Annual Report, sharing highlights of BJE’s 75th year, evokes reflections on generations. When 
BJE was launched in 1937, fewer than 150,000 Jews lived in Los Angeles and the “Bureau” of 

Jewish Education served 12 affiliated schools: 5 Hebrew Schools, 3 (Yiddish) Folk Shulen, 3 Workmen’s 
Circle Schools and one Child Care Center. Twenty-five years later, in 1962 – following post-WWII 
migration west and the post-war baby boom – L.A. Jewry had tripled in number and BJE’s educational 
services were meeting the needs of tens of thousands of students at nearly 100 Jewish schools: 
synagogue – sponsored schools complementing public school education with afternoon and weekend 
Jewish study, early childhood Jewish education centers, L.A. Hebrew High School (which BJE helped 
initiate) providing post-bar/bat mitzvah Hebrew-intensive educational opportunity for students 
graduating synagogue schools, and 5 day schools.

By 1987, BJE was - in addition to its work with a growing school system - well known for conducting 
teen experiential education programs, including its pioneering Summer Ulpan-in-Israel and the 
innovative Havurat Noar program integrating themed weekend retreats with weekly discussions led by 
counselor – teachers. Recognizing the growing scope of BJE’s services and programs and the enduring 
need for a communal organization wholly dedicated to Jewish education, the Jewish Federation decided 
– in a friendly “spin off” – to constitute BJE as an independent agency, a transition that was completed 
in 1990-91. As these pages reflect, BJE: Builders of Jewish Education continues, in 2011-2012, to build a 
vital present and nurture a meaningful Jewish future.

From helping families find just the right Jewish educational experiences for their children through its 
nationally acclaimed JKidLA/Concierge program, to strengthening Day School sustainability; from its 
creative use of technology to enable students to explore Jewish life and culture in different times and 
places through virtual worlds, to guiding hundreds of teens each year to identity-building experiences 
in Poland and Israel on the nation’s largest “March of the Living” program, BJE is a field leader in Jewish 
education. BJE’s programs and services are constantly re-imagined to meet ever-changing needs, but its 
core commitment is enduring: to help create a strong Jewish future through encouraging participation, 
enhancing quality and promoting access to Jewish education. This mission could not possibly be 
accomplished without the partnership and financial support of many institutions and individuals.  
We are proud, in this Report, to recognize with appreciation those who share in these efforts.

We also acknowledge with special thanks those who – at this milestone of BJE’s 75th year – are part of 
the BJE Legacy Society. Those Jewish communities that have flourished over time are communities in 
which the Jewish education of successive generations has been a significant priority. We are privileged 
to carry forward this legacy….for generations.

Thank you for your support,

Donna S. Nadel Gil Graff
President Executive Director

Jewish Federation Grants for BJE Services & Programs $   882,380
Jewish Federation Grant in Support of Slavin Children’s Library        70,120
Jewish Federation Grant for Student Scholarships (Morasha)        42,000
Jim Joseph Foundation High School Affordability Initiative Grant (HSAI)*   1,963,486
Restricted Grants & Contributions      963,334
Unrestricted Contributions & Distribution from Investment   1,397,000
Fees from Program Services & Other Revenue   1,524,989

TOTAL**     $6,843,309

Centers for Day School, Early Childhood & Complementary Jewish Education $2,226,378
Center for Teen Experiential Education (March of the Living, SULAM, YPAC)   1,280,589
Center for Jewish Educational Engagement      154,391
Student Scholarships   1,617,721
Slavin Children’s Library        74,436
2012 Adult “March of the Living”      229,056
Communications, Resource Development & Agency Visibility      551,531
Planning, Administration & Finance      614,333
Net Occupancy Charges***        94,874

TOTAL $6,843,309

*In conjunction with Jewish Federation  **Does not include federal funds of over $1.2 million in educational services accessed from LAUSD 
 in support of students at BJE-affiliated day schools. ***Net (Subvented) Rate for Occupancy at Jewish Federation’s Goldsmith Center

Financials at a Glance
FISCAL YEAR 2011-2012 (unaudited)
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Months have passed since Mel and Susan Plutsky, and daughter 

Emily, returned to Santa Monica from Poland and - in Emily’s 

case – from Israel, on BJE’s March of the Living, but the journey’s vivid 

experiences still resonate. “You can watch movies, see pictures, study 

the Holocaust all you want. When you go there you get a whole 

different perspective that can’t be described in words,” Mel said.

The Plutskys were part of BJE’s delegation of 280 teens, adult 

participants, survivors and staff, making it the largest U.S. group. 

The teens and adults each participated in separate tours, at times 

uniting for joint programming. They joined 10,000 people from 40 

countries on Yom HaShoah, for the

“March of the Living,” walking from

Auschwitz to the Birkenau death camp, 

connecting to the more than 1.1 million 

Jews murdered in those camps during 

World War II. All the teens and nearly 

half the adults also visited Israel, celebrating 

Yom Ha’Atzmaut and the Jewish homeland’s 

rebirth as a sovereign Jewish state.

“To be able to share the experience with my parents made it even 

more powerful,” said Emily, 18. “We’ll be at dinner and they’ll say, 

‘Remember when…’ and we discuss what we saw.” Hearing Holocaust 

survivors talk of their harrowing experiences in the very places they 

were during the war - a train station cattle car, a barracks bunk - left a 

deep impression on the Plutskys.

“It’s so hard to fathom, but when you hear directly from a survivor 

you get an inch closer to it being more real,” Emily said. The Plutskys 

became close with their fellow travelers. Emily, who just graduated 

from high school, will attend the University of Oregon with a friend 

she met on the March. Mel and Susan have attended an adult 

participant reunion. Committed to building a better future through 

Jewish education, Susan is a VP on the executive committee at Milken 

Community High School as well as chair of the 

school’s annual campaign, and Mel has joined 

the Board of Directors of BJE.

“It’s important to never forget. Going to 

the place where it happened made what 

I learned all these years real,” Emily said. 

“I’m more knowledgeable, I am a witness 

and I can say I’ve been there, I saw it.”

Experiencing the Past and 
Building a Better Future

(From right) Emily Plutsky,
Noah Applebaum, Cayla Bergman

Susan Plutsky in downtown 
Krakow

Survivor, Sidonia Lax with 
Mel Plutsky

Ian Greenstein
Kathleen & Michael Guccione
Gail & Fred Heim
Barbara & David Hellman

Ellen & Mark Hurwitz
Harold Igdaloff
Rina & Dr. Sherwin Isenberg
Roneet & Kenneth Kahan
Sandy & Rabbi Alan Kalinsky
Marcia & Gordon Kanofsky
Harriet & Leon Katz
Vicki & Arnie Kay
Susan Bloch & Stephen Kay
Sylvia Kellerman
Jean & David Kline
Carolyn Krestul
Sally & Dr. Richard Krugel
Linda & Dr. Harvey Kulber
Richard W. Labowe
Jill & Martin Lasker
Ann & Alex Lauterbach
Paula Lebovics
Karri & Murray Lee
Laurie Glickman & James Leewong
Julie & David Levine
Ann & Scott Lieberman
Rita & James Litton
Katherine & Russell Lynn
Dalit Shtevy & Edmund Madadshahi
Lily & Michael Malick
Eve & Dr. Harold Marcus
Claire & Michael Marquardt
Dr. Clark Martin
Maxwell & Betty Cagan Scholarship*
Julie & Joel Mayer
Dr. Ben B. Maze
Marcie & Steven Medof
Dr. Chavee Lerer & Victor Mellon
Millie & Sanford Mortan
Nancy & Dr. Alan Nager
Jill & Steven Namm

NAS Insurance Services, Inc.
Paulette & Ron Nessim
Esther Netter
Frieda & Karl Newman
Veronica & Paris Nourafchan
Marsha & Mark Novak
Pamela  & Gerald Offsay
Or Hachaim Early Childhood Center
Vicky & Sam Praw
Leslye & Dr. Samuel Prum
Quinn Emanuel Foundation
Barbara & Jerry Rabin
Patti & Brad Robinson
Abby Robyn
Janet & Bobby Rosenblum
Fran Morris-Rosman & Richard Rosman
Betty Ross
Elana & Jack Roth
Lois & Rabbi Moshe Rothblum
Marsha & Jeff Rothpan
Sunny & Larry Russ
Joy Martin & Jack Schwartz
Sarajane & John Schwartz
Barbara Sheret
Rhoda & M. Melvin Shralow
Linda & Dr. Sylvain S. Silberstein
Selma & Philip Silverman
Kay & Rabbi Harry Silverstein
Ron Sion
Andrea & Gregory Smith
Susan Fink & Robert Smith
Dr. Rachael Gordon & Don Snyder
Caren & Erwin Sokol
Laurie Goodman & Don Spetner
Lisa & Alan Stern
Rebecca Sobelman-Stern & Ron Stern
Liane & Benni Sternlieb
Myrna & Joseph Strapp
Mary & Aric Streit
Tove & Carl Sunshine
Ron Sweet

Ethel & Dr. Martin Taft
Ruth & Sol Teichman
Temple Akiba Religious School
Kaye Tucker
Joan Marie Vander Valk
Rodi & Rabbi Stewart L. Vogel
Madeline & Douglas Walker
Dr. Deborah Azoff Wallman
Jackie & Michael Waterman
Janet & Congressman Henry A. Waxman
Sylvia Weinberg
Karen & Sanford Weiner
Shelley & Dr. Steven Weinstock
Emily & Jonathan Weiss
Rita R. Werner
Natalie Weiss & Dr. Aaron Willis
Karen & Rick Wolfen
Linda & Mel Young
Jan & Dr. Phil Zakowski
Anonymous

*Funds administered by the Jewish  
  Community Foundation of Los Angeles.

BJE DONOR SOCIETIES

Donors of unrestricted gifts to BJE’s 
Annual Campaign support the agency’s 
entire spectrum of programs, projects and 
operations. Contributors at the $1,800 
unrestricted level and above are recognized  
as members of BJE Donor Societies, and we 
thank them for their support.

1 Trustee Society: $25,000 Plus

2 Benefactor Society: $10,000-$24,999

3 Guardian Society: $5,000-$9,999

4 Chai Society: $1,800-$4,999

Hyman Bolotinz”l*
Frances Brodyz”l

Dr. Maxwell S. & Betty C. Caganz”l*
Moshe Cohenz”l

Tamara Ehrlichz”l

Jeanine & Jerry Goldbergz”l*
Morris Knopowz”l*
Henry Chaim Lernerz”l

Sol Bear & Esther Lipshutzz”l*
Sydney M. Lindenz”l

Gisele Mandlz”l*
I.A. & A.I. Reissz”l*
Beatrice Schultzz”l*
Ethel & Abe Weinbergz”l*
Martin F. Witkinz”l

Anita & Harold J. Zivetzz”l*
Millie Zonez”l

Greta Bayer
Sandy & Max Candiotty
Rhea & Halz”l Coskey
Janet & Jake Farber
Robin & Gil Graff
Tobaz”l & Earl Greinetz
Betty & Sivanz”l Hamburger
Miriam Prum Hess & Mark Hess
Renee & Phalen “Chuck” Hurewitz
Rabbi Glenn Karonsky
Linda Goldenberg Mayman & 
  Robert Mayman
Marcia & David Nimmer
Norman Saiger
Jo Mintz-Seligman
Julie & Mel Wynn

Legacy Society

 When you go there you get a 
whole different perspective that 
can’t be described in words

“
”

Simha and Sara Lainer
Day School

Endowment Fund

We acknowledge with appreciation 
those who contributed to the Simha 

and Sara Lainer Day School Endowment 
Fund, a joint project of BJE and 

The Jewish Federation, from 
January 1, 2011 - June 30, 2012.

Debra and Albert M. Cohen

The Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles

Wendy & Richard Kellner

Gitta & Jack Nagel

Samuel and Helene Soref Foundation
Simha and Sara Lainer Family Foundation

*Funds administered by the Jewish Community Foundation of Los Angeles.
To discuss Legacy designation or Endowment opportunities at BJE, please contact 
Miriam Prum Hess, (323)761-8334 or mprumhess@bjela.org.

z”l of blessed memory

BJE gratefully acknowledges the generosity of those that have made 
testamentary provisions to support the enduring mission of BJE:
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Jack Lieblein, 10, Abby Cohen, 11, and 20 other fifth graders played  

a videogame in their Hebrew school classes at Adat Ari El this year. 

“It was the most fun I ever had in Hebrew school and made me  

excited to go,” said Jack, who will attend Luther Middle School 

in Burbank in the fall.

Virtual Israel is an interactive, 3D online game that teaches users  

about the development of the modern State of Israel. Developed by  

BJE in partnership with Adat Ari El, the game realistically simulates  

Palestine around 1912 with users becoming European immigrants  

who, after arriving at the Port of Jaffa, must accomplish tasks to  

adapt to their new home. Jack and Abby obtained visa stamps,  

found Israel’s seven fruit species, had tea with an Arab resident  

and met Henrietta Szold, Arthur James Balfour and other historical figures.

“It was a great experience because 

you’re learning while you’re having 

fun,” said Abby, who will attend Milliken 

Middle School & Performing Arts Magnet 

in Sherman Oaks in the fall. “Kids love 

videogames and including that in Hebrew 

school is a great way to get us involved.”

Experiencing Jaffa/Tel Aviv
Through Game-Based Learning

“    It was the most fun I ever 
had in Hebrew school and  
made me excited to go

$500 - $999
Dr. David Ackerman
Dr. Brenda Fabe & Michael Adler
Janice Rabin & Dr. Stan Alfred
Anita & Harold J. Zivetz Scholarship*
Peggy & David Ash
Shirley Ashkenas
Rhoda & Dr. Robert Barnhard
Nancy & Scott Beiser
Melissa Patack & Dr. Michael Berenbaum
Bobbie Weiser Blau & Carl Blau
Esther Lerner Brenner
Sandra & Dr. Mayer Brenner
Lynette & Derek Brown
Judy & Dr. Daniel Cole
Ellen & Marshall Cole
Susie Forer-Dehrey & Yehuda Dehrey
Bonnie & Allan Duboff
Keren & Leonard Dunn
Stacy & Denton Fisch
Carin & Glenn Freeman
Barbara & Daniel Galaif
The Ganz Family
Andrea & Scott Gardenhour
Faith & Richard Gershbock
Elaine & David A. Gill
Deborah & Dr. Mark Goldenberg
Ninette Root Golub & Larry Golub
Tali & Daniel Gordon
Ari Graff
Senta & Dr. Chaim Graff
Joyce & Adam Grant
Cantor Judith & Michael Greenfeld
Marilyn & Monty Hall
Charles Harris
Kathi Barnhard Hiller & Gary Hiller
Cindy & David Hizami
Renee & Phalen “Chuck” Hurewitz
I.A. & A.I. Reiss Memorial Fund*
Mady & Arthur W. Jablon
Jay C. & Freya Miller Foundation
Judy & Ronald Kabrins
Rabbi Glenn Karonsky
Sari Katz
Kenneth J. & Marilynn J. Friedman 
  Family Foundation  
Stacy Reznikoff Kent & Ranon Kent
Andrea & Jeffrey Kichaven
Thalia & Eric Kingsley
Judy & Joel Knapp
Hannah & Marshall Kramer
Arlene & Moshe Kupietzky
Bettina Kurowski
Lena & Mark Labowe
Trana & Ronald Labowe
Linda  & Lewis Landau
Nadine & Steve Lavender
Serene Lazar
Mallory & Dr. Gregory Lee
Dee & Jeff Margolis
Debra & Moshe Meppen
Lila Meyers
Lara & Cheston Mizel
Myra & Bruce Newman
Stacy & Bryan Palbaum
Eva Perlman
Fredi & Rabbi Joel Rembaum
Anat & Matthew Resnik
Miriam & Dr. Ronald Reynolds
Janice Kamenir Reznik & Benjamin Reznik
Adele & Herb Reznikoff
Cynthia & David Roberts

Janet & The Honorable Maxwellz”l Salter
Jessica & Mark Samuel
Rabbi Laurence Scheindlin
Elaine Schenirer
Alice Schoenfeld
Jo Mintz-Seligman & Dr. Karl Seligman
Rabbi Gail Labovitz & William Seligman
Debra Fields & Jonathan Silberman
Sinai Akiba Academy
Rita & Jack Sinder
Sol Bear & Esther Lipshutz Memorial Fund*
Michelle & David A. Spiegel
Stephen S. Wise Temple
Monica & Lawrence Stone
Gladys Sturman
Dee Dee & Karl Sussman
Louise & Craig Taubman
Temple Beth Am
The Rabbi Jacob Pressman Academy 
  of Temple Beth Am
Betsy Levy Timsit
Dana Wechter
Stephanie & Michael Weisberg
Cindy & Jake Winebaum
Anonymous

$250 - $499
Apple Matching Gifts Program
Roz & Ben Barak
Rabbi Elissa & Gal Ben-Naim
Teri & Bruce Bialosky
Tamar Dolgen & Sergio Bicas
Gail Katz & Mayer Bick
Arlene & Stewart Bloom
Ellen Moss Brown & Jeff Brown
Judy Ross & Alan Bunnage
Marysa & George Caplan
Rita Chotiner
Lisa & Jeffrey H. Cohen
Dvorah Colker
Sherri & Paul Cunningham
Ethel & Abe Weinberg Jewish Education Fund*
Nancy Cooper-Federman & Neal Federman
Rochelle & Dr. Eli Ginsburg
Tiffany & Yaron Goldman
Doris & Ernest Goodman
Karen & Jeffrey Goss
Dr. Annette & Rabbi Mel Gottlieb
Vicky & Arnold Green
Lisa Feldman & Brian Greene
Susan & Stephen Grynberg
Cathy Halfon
Samara Hutman
Mira & Alex Indich
J. Hellman, Inc.
Erika & Dr. Emil Jacoby
JAM, Inc. - Janis Gurnick & Mindy Weiss
Goldy Jannol
Nelly Kahn
Doreen & Kenneth Klee
Lori Klein
Miriam & Sam Kraemer
Barbara & Dr. Ron Lang
Sheila & Aaron Leibovic
Miriam & Dr. Julius Lesner
Irene S. Lieberman
Haim Linder
Los Angeles Hebrew High School
Judith & Rabbi Allen Maller
March of the Living 2012 Participants
Lana & David Marcus
Marci Meier

Dete & Paul Meserve
Dr. Robert J. Meth
Beverly K. Mintz
Rachel Lipman Mostow & 
  Jonathan Mostow
Neda & Ivan Nikkhoo
Rachel & Roger E. Parrell
Bea Reynolds
Susan Green & Robert Ring
Sheri Porath Rockwell & Marshall Rockwell
Dr. Erica Rothblum
Irene & Norman Saiger
Esther Saritzky
Aviva Schotland*
Dr. Carol Kurz & David Senensieb
Perry G. Shelman
Roberta & Yakov Shuchatowitz
Fredelle & Steven Spiegel
Dr. Elaine S. Meyers & Daniel Spitzer
Elaine & Dr. H. Jerome Stulberg
Elisa & Alex Taub
Linda & Jeffrey Taylor
Yael & Dan Tenenbaum
Sylvia Bernstein-Tregub & Burton Tregub
Janice & Theodore Tytell
Barbi & Lawrence Weinberg
Dr. Hannah & Rabbi Robert Wexler
Barbara & Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky

$100 - $249
Rabbi Jonathan Aaron
Nancy & Dr. Emanuel Abrams
Sara & Dr. David Aftergood
Jack Alder
Michelle Barna
Greta Bayer
Bella & Rabbi Ben Zion Bergman
Elaine Berke
Shanna & Stuart Berkovits
Jillian Berman
Talia & Tom Block
Gigi & Rick Bloom
Aileen & Gil Borok
Irene & Yoni Boujo
Barbara & Dr. Richard Braun
Ronda & Stan Breitbard
Shirley & Dr. Ted Century
Beatrice Chankin
Concire LLC - Frances Frei, Anne Morriss
   & Lori Trahan
Nita Corinblit
Eleanor & Dr. Bernard Davidorf
Barbara Cohen Dawkins
Deborah Smotrich Diamond & Eric Diamond
Tali & Scott Diamond
Judge Anita Dymant & Richard Drooyan
Maureen & Larry D. Eisenberg
The Eisner Family
Mindy & Andrew Feldman
Linda & Lorin Fife
Deborah & Norman Frank
Steinunn Danley & J. Bragi Freymodsson
Gabby & Mark Friedenthal
Helyn & Bob Friedman
Susan & Jack Frydrych
Nicole & Keith Gagnon
Steffanie & Geoffrey Gee
Sharon & Bruce Gersh
Lynda & Scott Gilderman
Susie & Marty Goldberg
Susie & Bruce Goren
Dorothy & Allen Greenstein

Jack Lieblein

Abby Cohen

The curriculum includes introductory and 

debriefing lessons. Game experiences often sparked 

sophisticated class discussions, said Hebrew teacher 

Rebecca Chernotsky.

“I love that it incorporates elements of teaching. 

We’re not just sticking them in front of a 

computer and saying, ‘Explore,’” Chernotsky said.

BJE hopes to expand the game beyond the eight 

lessons currently completed.

“It behooves educators, and therefore, supportive 

donors to seek new technology strategies to 

enhance the teaching/learning process,” says 

BJE Board Member Sandra Bernstein, “‘Virtual’ 

programming, in its infancy, offers students a 

new learning technique.”

Virtual Israel was funded through grants from 

The Jewish Federation, BJE and BJE Advisory  

Board Member Sandra Bernstein.

”
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Sally Loevner discovered that the best way to promote her preschool’s many early 

childhood programs is through BJE’s JKidLA.

A web resource geared toward families with children ages birth-18, JKidLA provides 

information on the extensive selection of Jewish educational programs and events in 

the Los Angeles area. These include 54 preschools, 56 religious schools, 39 day schools, 

21 residential camps and 35 day camps, Shabbat and holiday services and happenings, 

sports programs, family camps, parent-and-me classes, and special needs workshops. 

The website http://jkidla.com also offers links to recipes and parenting resources. In 

addition, staying informed is easy through twice-a-month eblasts, Twitter, Facebook 

and Pinterest postings. JKidLA’s City and Valley Concierges are also available for 

personalized recommendations.

Loevner, director of the Leonard I. Beerman Early Childhood Center at 

Leo Baeck Temple in Los Angeles, submits preschool, camp, infant/toddler, open 

house, and mommy and me programs for posting on the site.

“JKidLA is a wonderful way to market our programs, have people know we’re 

here so that they can contact us and visit us,” said Loevner, whose school recently 

marked its 25th anniversary. “Anytime anyone goes to that website and looks 

for preschools we’re always there.”

Parents interested in early childhood education have told Loevner that they 

found her school through JKidLA and liked that it was listed on the website. 

A number of students have enrolled in Loevner’s school as a result.

“JKidLA Concierges are letting people know that if they need a full-day program 

to check out our school,” Loevner said. 

Debra Markovic, BJE’s City Concierge explained: “JKidLA/Concierge Services is about really listening to parents, who they are 

and what they want for their children, in an effort to connect them to the Jewish schools, camps and programs that reflect  

the family’s unique values and ideas.”

The JKidLA/Concierge program is an important vehicle for advancing BJE’s goal of encouraging participation in Jewish 

education, with emphasis on children and families.

Connecting Families to
Jewish Learning and Living

$1 Million plus
The Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles
Jim Joseph Foundation

$100,000 - $499,999
AVI CHAI / Partnership for 
  Excellence in Jewish Education
Ellie & Mark Lainer1

Milken Family Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999
Janet & Jake Farber1

Jerry and Jeanine Goldberg Trust*
Jewish Community Foundation Cutting 
  Edge Grant: Online Jewish Academy*
Janine & Peter Lowy
Moshe Cohen Trust
Simha & Sara Lainer Family Foundation1

Sheila Baran Spiwak & Dr. Alan Spiwak

$25,000 - $49,999
J. Samuel Harwitz”l and Manya Harwit-Avivz”l 
  Charitable Trust1

Maurice Amado Foundation1

Max & Anna Baran, Ben & Sarah Baran & 
  Milton Baran Endowment Fund*,2

The Sigiz”l & Marilyn Ziering Family

$10,000 - $24,999
Penny & Mark Berns2

Nora & Dr. Herschel Burston2

Claire & Cantor Baruch Cohon
Sharon & Herb Glaser3

Earl Greinetz
Jacob Hillel Stern Memorial Fund*
Joe R. Spiszman Family Fund
Wendy & Richard Kellner
Donna & Paul Nadel3

Pauline Roberts
Nurit & Rich Robin
Simha and Sara Lainer Fund for Jewish Education*
Susan Jacoby Stern & Joel Stern3

Muriel and Steve Uretsky2

Halina Wachtel, Arthur Wachtel &
  Suzette Wachtel
Anonymous

$5,000 - $9,999
Abraham Joshua Heschel Day School
Susan & Michael Baum
Sandy & Max Candiotty3

Rhea Coskey4

Estate of Morris Knopow*
Deborah & Leon Farahnik
Field Foundation3

Jean & Dr. Jerry Friedman3

Robin & Dr. Gil Graff3

Alicia & Philip Hammarskjold
Lela & Dr. Norman Jacoby
Joyce & Lawrence Powell Family Foundation
Aliza & Michael Lesser3

Roberta & Wes Lester4

Shirley & Phil Liff-Grieff3

Dr. Elaine & Richard Lindheim3

Gitta & Jack M. Nagel
Marcia & David Nimmer
Robert Gore Rifkind Foundation
Natalie & David Roberts
Peggy & Edward B. Robin
Lynn & Marc Rohatiner3

Nancy & Jay Schulman
Smotrich Family Foundation
Anna & William Tenenblatt4

Union Bank
Witkin Family Trust

$1,800 - $4,999
Herb S. Abrams4

Barbara & Albert Algaze4

Hilda & Al Ashley4

Beatrice Schultz Endowment*
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Early Childhood Center

    JKidLA/Concierge Services is 
about really listening to parents, 
who they are and what they want 
for their children

“
”

BJE gratefully acknowledges the essential support of the donors and organizations whose generosity enables BJE to provide 
ongoing services and programs to enhance quality, increase access and encourage participation in Jewish education.
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After 18 years of teaching Hebrew, Luna Shalom completely changed 

her language instruction approach. Instead of lectures and traditional 

textbooks, the Sinai Akiba Academy fifth grade educator now uses fun and 

effective language immersion methodology she learned through BJE.

“Now, the students are not afraid to talk and write. When you’re comfortable 

with the language you are going to learn much more,” Shalom said.

Day school teachers and administrators throughout Los Angeles are altering 

Hebrew language instruction through two BJE programs, enriching student 

classroom experiences and learning outcomes.

To create a cadre of highly trained instructors to serve as lead 

immersion teachers in their schools, BJE, in cooperation with American 

Jewish University, developed a two-year Hebrew Language Certificate Program.

Shalom is one of eight teachers who recently earned the certificate after participating 

in formal instruction and on-site mentoring. The program, led by Hebrew specialist 

Aviva Kadosh, was based on nationally successful language immersion models and 

funded by grants from Janine and Peter Lowy and the Jewish Federation. Faculty 

from Abraham Joshua Heschel, Adat Ari El, Sinai Akiba Academy, Valley Beth Shalom, 

Valley Torah and Yavneh day schools participated.

Building on the certificate program, BJE launched a three-year Hebrew Language Proficiency Project in Fall 2011, in 

collaboration with Massachusetts-based Hebrew at the Center, led by nationally-acclaimed Dr. Vardit Ringvald of Brandeis 

University. The project provides administrators and teachers with in-person and online training in techniques that individualize 

the curriculum for students.

Los Angeles is the second community to pilot this nationwide model, supported in part by the Jewish Federation and federal 

funding through “No Child Left Behind.” Participating day schools are Abraham Joshua Heschel, Pressman Academy, Sinai Akiba 

Academy, Temple Emanuel and Valley Beth Shalom. “We wanted to revolutionize the teaching of Hebrew and were looking for 

partners who could have a greater impact than [our] just going to an individual school,” said Arnee Winshall, Hebrew at the 

Center Board of Directors President. “Being able to find a central infrastructure in a community that identifies a key agenda 

shared by multiple constituencies helps serve more people. BJE has really been a trailblazer.”

Extreme
MAKEOVER:

Hebrew Edition

    We wanted to revolutionize 
the teaching of Hebrew and were 
looking for partners...BJE has 
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On January 19, 2012, BJE celebrated the milestone of 75 years of service to the  

Los Angeles Jewish community at a Gala event held at Sephardic Temple Tifereth 

Israel. More than 350 people joined in honoring Marjorie and Rabbi Jacob Pressman, 

builders of enduring Los Angeles Jewish educational institutions in the 20th century, and  

Nurit and Rich Robin, leaders in building for future generations in the 21st century.  

Monise Neumann, BJE Director of Teen Experiential Education, was recognized for her 

professional leadership in nurturing the Jewish identity of thousands of teens through  

her work with such BJE programs as Ulpan, Halutz, Yad B’Yad and March of the Living.

Margorie & Rabbi Jacob Pressman, Nurit & Rich Robin 
and Monise Neumann

”
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Jake Gardenhour can already add accomplished film director to his resume 

at the ripe old age of 13. Jake made two films that were among those 

featured during BJE’s first jTeenLA FilmFest.

Held in collaboration with the Los Angeles Jewish Film Festival, the program 

attracted Jewish-themed comedy, animation, drama and documentary 

submissions from students ages 11-18. The festival culminated in May with 

screenings, a filmmaker discussion and reception. “It’s a great way to engage 

kids in Jewish issues,” said Jake, a 7th grade student at David & Hillevi 

Saperstein Middle School of Milken Community High School.

Since Jake and his friends were in the throes of bar mitzvah preparation,  

it was natural for them to create “The Bar Mitzvah Nightmare,” a two 

minute comedy, with special effects and dream sequences.

“We were having dreams of failing in our bar mitzvahs,” Jake said. 

“Making the film gave us a chance to express our fear.”

Jake’s second film, “Shame,” a nine minute drama, is more serious.  

A Jewish boy and a Muslim girl meet after bullies push them into a 

closet at school. The story follows the development of their  

relationship and the reaction of others.

“I had to do a lot of research before making ‘Shame’,” said Jake.  

“I learned that some places around the world still have  

anti-Semitism and racism.”

Although Jake had made movies since the age of 8, “Shame”  

marked the first time he directed a film. He discovered that it  

takes time to make movies, obtain and set up equipment, and  

persuade participants to cooperate.

Jake is already thinking about next year’s jTeenLA FilmFest.

“We all enjoyed it and came to the conclusion that we want to do it again 

next year because it was so fun,” Jake said.

Jake Gardenhour in  
“The Bar Mitzvah Nightmare”

HOLLYWOOD
Take Note!

Noah Kaplan and Sarah Goodstein learned 

in summer 2011 that anyone can make a 

difference in the world, including kids. Both seventh 

graders had the opportunity to give back to the  

Los Angeles community through BJE’s Teens Who 

Care Summer Day Camp, which was funded with 

seed money from the Jewish Federation.

Noah, Sarah, and their 12 and 13 year old peers, 

traveled by bus to a different volunteer site 

daily, serving food to the homeless, working in 

a recycling plant or restoring native plants. The 

program is open to bar/bat mitzvah age kids 

entering grades 7 and 8.

Sarah and Noah have continued volunteering 

year-round, planting trees at The Shalom 

Institute, cleaning trash from the L.A. River 

and assisting autistic children. “I learned that 

there are many ways to help. It made me look at things 

differently,” said Sarah, a student at Portola Highly Gifted Magnet School in Tarzana.

Noah enjoyed his experience so much that he is returning to Teens Who Care this summer and bringing eight 

friends. “It was really interesting and fun. My friends will like it as much as I did,” said Noah, who attends 

Abraham Joshua Heschel Day School in Northridge.

Noah and Sarah enjoyed getting to know people 

they helped as well as fellow participants. 

“I know [a week] seems like a short time but we 

became our own little family. It gave me a sense 

of how a bunch of kids from different places 

could get together, do something fun and 

benefit the world,” Sarah said.

One experience stood out for Sarah. After 

serving the homeless at a shelter, the teens 

went up to the building’s roof to see the contrasting view.

“In the distance we saw tall buildings, big houses and wealthy looking places. Below us on the street we saw 

dirty buildings and homeless people,” Sarah said. “It gave a reality check to all of us.”

Building on the successful summer 2011 pilot, BJE Board members Jake and Janet Farber and Earl Greinetz 

joined with the Jewish Federation in contributing to the development and support of the summer 2012 Teens 

Who Care program focusing on the environment (“Going Green”) and people in need (“Lending a Hand”).

Making a Difference:
Teens Who Care

     It’s a great way to engage 
kids in Jewish issues“ ”

    It gave me a sense of how 
a bunch of kids from different 
places could get together, do 
something fun and benefit 
the world”

“



Seven elementary day schools are now participating 

in Generations LA, a program also administered 

by BJE to assist these schools in endowment 

development. The seven schools have generated 

over $2.6 million in cash endowment pledges  

and planned gifts since launching in October 

2011. Generations LA is a fitting name as the 

Lainer family’s commitment to building day school 

endowments continues with the next Lainer 

generation - as Gary and Jeff Lainer are among  

the leaders of the endowment development efforts 

at their respective children’s schools.

Generations LA is part of a pilot program funded by 

AVI CHAI and local donors in three communities. 

The project is coordinated nationally by PEJE. In 

addition to an endowment “match” from the 

Lainer Fund, Generations LA schools receive 

development support and scholarship grants 

funded in part by Wendy and Richard Kellner, 

Ellie and Mark Lainer, Janine and Peter Lowy, 

and Sheila and Alan Spiwak.

“Everyone involved sees the value of 

what they are doing,” Mark Lainer said. 

“When people work together, the level of 

accomplishment increases.”

The goal is to encourage every day school in 

the community to actively build endowment.

“If we can raise more funds for the Lainer 

Day School Endowment Fund, we can add 

more schools and help more students,” 

Lainer said. “I feel we’ve accomplished quite a bit 

and I’m very proud of it. We still have a lot to do.”

8 9

The BJE/Lainer endowment endeavor, initiated 

in partnership with the Jewish Federation, 

encourages and supports endowment 

development system-wide. Its initial cohort of 

schools was five high schools participating in the 

Jim Joseph High School Affordability Initiative. 

These schools have already raised over $8.3 

million in pledges and awarded more than $2.6 

million in tuition assistance to 171 students in 

the three years since the program’s inception. 

In addition to tuition grants and development 

support provided by the Jim Joseph 

Foundation, schools will receive income 

distribution from a 25% Lainer Fund “match” 

to their endowment funds raised.

The Lainer Family:
Making Day School Accessible to Future Generations

Mark & Ellie Lainer

Alice & Nahum Lainer

Luis & Lee Lainer

    If we want to maintain 
Jewish values and Jewish 
community, the only way 
to do it is through Jewish 
education

“

”
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Mark, Nahum and Luis Lainer, as their 

parents before them, understand that 

the key to the strength and longevity of the 

Jewish people is Jewish education. That’s why 

the brothers and their wives, Ellie, Alice and 

Lee, want to help more local students enjoy the 

benefits of a Jewish day school education.

Together with BJE, the Lainer families 

are dedicated to addressing day school 

affordability through the Simha and Sara 

Lainer Day School Endowment Fund, 

memorializing the brothers’ parents, who 

were Jewish education advocates.

“In our society, where it is so easy to 

assimilate and adopt the secular values 

of our country and world, if we want 

to maintain Jewish values and Jewish 

community, the only way to do it is through 

Jewish education.,” said Mark Lainer. 

All of the Lainers’ children attended 

Jewish day schools, as do their school-age 

grandchildren today.
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After 18 years of teaching Hebrew, Luna Shalom completely changed 

her language instruction approach. Instead of lectures and traditional 

textbooks, the Sinai Akiba Academy fifth grade educator now uses fun and 

effective language immersion methodology she learned through BJE.

“Now, the students are not afraid to talk and write. When you’re comfortable 

with the language you are going to learn much more,” Shalom said.

Day school teachers and administrators throughout Los Angeles are altering 

Hebrew language instruction through two BJE programs, enriching student 

classroom experiences and learning outcomes.

To create a cadre of highly trained instructors to serve as lead 

immersion teachers in their schools, BJE, in cooperation with American 

Jewish University, developed a two-year Hebrew Language Certificate Program.

Shalom is one of eight teachers who recently earned the certificate after participating 

in formal instruction and on-site mentoring. The program, led by Hebrew specialist 

Aviva Kadosh, was based on nationally successful language immersion models and 

funded by grants from Janine and Peter Lowy and the Jewish Federation. Faculty 

from Abraham Joshua Heschel, Adat Ari El, Sinai Akiba Academy, Valley Beth Shalom, 

Valley Torah and Yavneh day schools participated.

Building on the certificate program, BJE launched a three-year Hebrew Language Proficiency Project in Fall 2011, in 

collaboration with Massachusetts-based Hebrew at the Center, led by nationally-acclaimed Dr. Vardit Ringvald of Brandeis 

University. The project provides administrators and teachers with in-person and online training in techniques that individualize 

the curriculum for students.

Los Angeles is the second community to pilot this nationwide model, supported in part by the Jewish Federation and federal 

funding through “No Child Left Behind.” Participating day schools are Abraham Joshua Heschel, Pressman Academy, Sinai Akiba 

Academy, Temple Emanuel and Valley Beth Shalom. “We wanted to revolutionize the teaching of Hebrew and were looking for 

partners who could have a greater impact than [our] just going to an individual school,” said Arnee Winshall, Hebrew at the 

Center Board of Directors President. “Being able to find a central infrastructure in a community that identifies a key agenda 

shared by multiple constituencies helps serve more people. BJE has really been a trailblazer.”
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On January 19, 2012, BJE celebrated the milestone of 75 years of service to the  

Los Angeles Jewish community at a Gala event held at Sephardic Temple Tifereth 

Israel. More than 350 people joined in honoring Marjorie and Rabbi Jacob Pressman, 

builders of enduring Los Angeles Jewish educational institutions in the 20th century, and  

Nurit and Rich Robin, leaders in building for future generations in the 21st century.  

Monise Neumann, BJE Director of Teen Experiential Education, was recognized for her 

professional leadership in nurturing the Jewish identity of thousands of teens through  

her work with such BJE programs as Ulpan, Halutz, Yad B’Yad and March of the Living.

Margorie & Rabbi Jacob Pressman, Nurit & Rich Robin 
and Monise Neumann
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Sally Loevner discovered that the best way to promote her preschool’s many early 

childhood programs is through BJE’s JKidLA.

A web resource geared toward families with children ages birth-18, JKidLA provides 

information on the extensive selection of Jewish educational programs and events in 

the Los Angeles area. These include 54 preschools, 56 religious schools, 39 day schools, 

21 residential camps and 35 day camps, Shabbat and holiday services and happenings, 

sports programs, family camps, parent-and-me classes, and special needs workshops. 

The website http://jkidla.com also offers links to recipes and parenting resources. In 

addition, staying informed is easy through twice-a-month eblasts, Twitter, Facebook 

and Pinterest postings. JKidLA’s City and Valley Concierges are also available for 

personalized recommendations.

Loevner, director of the Leonard I. Beerman Early Childhood Center at 

Leo Baeck Temple in Los Angeles, submits preschool, camp, infant/toddler, open 

house, and mommy and me programs for posting on the site.

“JKidLA is a wonderful way to market our programs, have people know we’re 

here so that they can contact us and visit us,” said Loevner, whose school recently 

marked its 25th anniversary. “Anytime anyone goes to that website and looks 

for preschools we’re always there.”

Parents interested in early childhood education have told Loevner that they 

found her school through JKidLA and liked that it was listed on the website. 

A number of students have enrolled in Loevner’s school as a result.

“JKidLA Concierges are letting people know that if they need a full-day program 

to check out our school,” Loevner said. 

Debra Markovic, BJE’s City Concierge explained: “JKidLA/Concierge Services is about really listening to parents, who they are 

and what they want for their children, in an effort to connect them to the Jewish schools, camps and programs that reflect  

the family’s unique values and ideas.”

The JKidLA/Concierge program is an important vehicle for advancing BJE’s goal of encouraging participation in Jewish 

education, with emphasis on children and families.
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Jack Lieblein, 10, Abby Cohen, 11, and 20 other fifth graders played  

a videogame in their Hebrew school classes at Adat Ari El this year. 

“It was the most fun I ever had in Hebrew school and made me  

excited to go,” said Jack, who will attend Luther Middle School 

in Burbank in the fall.

Virtual Israel is an interactive, 3D online game that teaches users  

about the development of the modern State of Israel. Developed by  

BJE in partnership with Adat Ari El, the game realistically simulates  

Palestine around 1912 with users becoming European immigrants  

who, after arriving at the Port of Jaffa, must accomplish tasks to  

adapt to their new home. Jack and Abby obtained visa stamps,  

found Israel’s seven fruit species, had tea with an Arab resident  

and met Henrietta Szold, Arthur James Balfour and other historical figures.

“It was a great experience because 

you’re learning while you’re having 

fun,” said Abby, who will attend Milliken 

Middle School & Performing Arts Magnet 

in Sherman Oaks in the fall. “Kids love 

videogames and including that in Hebrew 

school is a great way to get us involved.”

Experiencing Jaffa/Tel Aviv
Through Game-Based Learning

“    It was the most fun I ever 
had in Hebrew school and  
made me excited to go

$500 - $999
Dr. David Ackerman
Dr. Brenda Fabe & Michael Adler
Janice Rabin & Dr. Stan Alfred
Anita & Harold J. Zivetz Scholarship*
Peggy & David Ash
Shirley Ashkenas
Rhoda & Dr. Robert Barnhard
Nancy & Scott Beiser
Melissa Patack & Dr. Michael Berenbaum
Bobbie Weiser Blau & Carl Blau
Esther Lerner Brenner
Sandra & Dr. Mayer Brenner
Lynette & Derek Brown
Judy & Dr. Daniel Cole
Ellen & Marshall Cole
Susie Forer-Dehrey & Yehuda Dehrey
Bonnie & Allan Duboff
Keren & Leonard Dunn
Stacy & Denton Fisch
Carin & Glenn Freeman
Barbara & Daniel Galaif
The Ganz Family
Andrea & Scott Gardenhour
Faith & Richard Gershbock
Elaine & David A. Gill
Deborah & Dr. Mark Goldenberg
Ninette Root Golub & Larry Golub
Tali & Daniel Gordon
Ari Graff
Senta & Dr. Chaim Graff
Joyce & Adam Grant
Cantor Judith & Michael Greenfeld
Marilyn & Monty Hall
Charles Harris
Kathi Barnhard Hiller & Gary Hiller
Cindy & David Hizami
Renee & Phalen “Chuck” Hurewitz
I.A. & A.I. Reiss Memorial Fund*
Mady & Arthur W. Jablon
Jay C. & Freya Miller Foundation
Judy & Ronald Kabrins
Rabbi Glenn Karonsky
Sari Katz
Kenneth J. & Marilynn J. Friedman 
  Family Foundation  
Stacy Reznikoff Kent & Ranon Kent
Andrea & Jeffrey Kichaven
Thalia & Eric Kingsley
Judy & Joel Knapp
Hannah & Marshall Kramer
Arlene & Moshe Kupietzky
Bettina Kurowski
Lena & Mark Labowe
Trana & Ronald Labowe
Linda  & Lewis Landau
Nadine & Steve Lavender
Serene Lazar
Mallory & Dr. Gregory Lee
Dee & Jeff Margolis
Debra & Moshe Meppen
Lila Meyers
Lara & Cheston Mizel
Myra & Bruce Newman
Stacy & Bryan Palbaum
Eva Perlman
Fredi & Rabbi Joel Rembaum
Anat & Matthew Resnik
Miriam & Dr. Ronald Reynolds
Janice Kamenir Reznik & Benjamin Reznik
Adele & Herb Reznikoff
Cynthia & David Roberts

Janet & The Honorable Maxwellz”l Salter
Jessica & Mark Samuel
Rabbi Laurence Scheindlin
Elaine Schenirer
Alice Schoenfeld
Jo Mintz-Seligman & Dr. Karl Seligman
Rabbi Gail Labovitz & William Seligman
Debra Fields & Jonathan Silberman
Sinai Akiba Academy
Rita & Jack Sinder
Sol Bear & Esther Lipshutz Memorial Fund*
Michelle & David A. Spiegel
Stephen S. Wise Temple
Monica & Lawrence Stone
Gladys Sturman
Dee Dee & Karl Sussman
Louise & Craig Taubman
Temple Beth Am
The Rabbi Jacob Pressman Academy 
  of Temple Beth Am
Betsy Levy Timsit
Dana Wechter
Stephanie & Michael Weisberg
Cindy & Jake Winebaum
Anonymous

$250 - $499
Apple Matching Gifts Program
Roz & Ben Barak
Rabbi Elissa & Gal Ben-Naim
Teri & Bruce Bialosky
Tamar Dolgen & Sergio Bicas
Gail Katz & Mayer Bick
Arlene & Stewart Bloom
Ellen Moss Brown & Jeff Brown
Judy Ross & Alan Bunnage
Marysa & George Caplan
Rita Chotiner
Lisa & Jeffrey H. Cohen
Dvorah Colker
Sherri & Paul Cunningham
Ethel & Abe Weinberg Jewish Education Fund*
Nancy Cooper-Federman & Neal Federman
Rochelle & Dr. Eli Ginsburg
Tiffany & Yaron Goldman
Doris & Ernest Goodman
Karen & Jeffrey Goss
Dr. Annette & Rabbi Mel Gottlieb
Vicky & Arnold Green
Lisa Feldman & Brian Greene
Susan & Stephen Grynberg
Cathy Halfon
Samara Hutman
Mira & Alex Indich
J. Hellman, Inc.
Erika & Dr. Emil Jacoby
JAM, Inc. - Janis Gurnick & Mindy Weiss
Goldy Jannol
Nelly Kahn
Doreen & Kenneth Klee
Lori Klein
Miriam & Sam Kraemer
Barbara & Dr. Ron Lang
Sheila & Aaron Leibovic
Miriam & Dr. Julius Lesner
Irene S. Lieberman
Haim Linder
Los Angeles Hebrew High School
Judith & Rabbi Allen Maller
March of the Living 2012 Participants
Lana & David Marcus
Marci Meier

Dete & Paul Meserve
Dr. Robert J. Meth
Beverly K. Mintz
Rachel Lipman Mostow & 
  Jonathan Mostow
Neda & Ivan Nikkhoo
Rachel & Roger E. Parrell
Bea Reynolds
Susan Green & Robert Ring
Sheri Porath Rockwell & Marshall Rockwell
Dr. Erica Rothblum
Irene & Norman Saiger
Esther Saritzky
Aviva Schotland*
Dr. Carol Kurz & David Senensieb
Perry G. Shelman
Roberta & Yakov Shuchatowitz
Fredelle & Steven Spiegel
Dr. Elaine S. Meyers & Daniel Spitzer
Elaine & Dr. H. Jerome Stulberg
Elisa & Alex Taub
Linda & Jeffrey Taylor
Yael & Dan Tenenbaum
Sylvia Bernstein-Tregub & Burton Tregub
Janice & Theodore Tytell
Barbi & Lawrence Weinberg
Dr. Hannah & Rabbi Robert Wexler
Barbara & Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky

$100 - $249
Rabbi Jonathan Aaron
Nancy & Dr. Emanuel Abrams
Sara & Dr. David Aftergood
Jack Alder
Michelle Barna
Greta Bayer
Bella & Rabbi Ben Zion Bergman
Elaine Berke
Shanna & Stuart Berkovits
Jillian Berman
Talia & Tom Block
Gigi & Rick Bloom
Aileen & Gil Borok
Irene & Yoni Boujo
Barbara & Dr. Richard Braun
Ronda & Stan Breitbard
Shirley & Dr. Ted Century
Beatrice Chankin
Concire LLC - Frances Frei, Anne Morriss
   & Lori Trahan
Nita Corinblit
Eleanor & Dr. Bernard Davidorf
Barbara Cohen Dawkins
Deborah Smotrich Diamond & Eric Diamond
Tali & Scott Diamond
Judge Anita Dymant & Richard Drooyan
Maureen & Larry D. Eisenberg
The Eisner Family
Mindy & Andrew Feldman
Linda & Lorin Fife
Deborah & Norman Frank
Steinunn Danley & J. Bragi Freymodsson
Gabby & Mark Friedenthal
Helyn & Bob Friedman
Susan & Jack Frydrych
Nicole & Keith Gagnon
Steffanie & Geoffrey Gee
Sharon & Bruce Gersh
Lynda & Scott Gilderman
Susie & Marty Goldberg
Susie & Bruce Goren
Dorothy & Allen Greenstein

Jack Lieblein

Abby Cohen

The curriculum includes introductory and 

debriefing lessons. Game experiences often sparked 

sophisticated class discussions, said Hebrew teacher 

Rebecca Chernotsky.

“I love that it incorporates elements of teaching. 

We’re not just sticking them in front of a 

computer and saying, ‘Explore,’” Chernotsky said.

BJE hopes to expand the game beyond the eight 

lessons currently completed.

“It behooves educators, and therefore, supportive 

donors to seek new technology strategies to 

enhance the teaching/learning process,” says 

BJE Board Member Sandra Bernstein, “‘Virtual’ 

programming, in its infancy, offers students a 

new learning technique.”

Virtual Israel was funded through grants from 

The Jewish Federation, BJE and BJE Advisory  

Board Member Sandra Bernstein.

”
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Months have passed since Mel and Susan Plutsky, and daughter 

Emily, returned to Santa Monica from Poland and - in Emily’s 

case – from Israel, on BJE’s March of the Living, but the journey’s vivid 

experiences still resonate. “You can watch movies, see pictures, study 

the Holocaust all you want. When you go there you get a whole 

different perspective that can’t be described in words,” Mel said.

The Plutskys were part of BJE’s delegation of 280 teens, adult 

participants, survivors and staff, making it the largest U.S. group. 

The teens and adults each participated in separate tours, at times 

uniting for joint programming. They joined 10,000 people from 40 

countries on Yom HaShoah, for the

“March of the Living,” walking from

Auschwitz to the Birkenau death camp, 

connecting to the more than 1.1 million 

Jews murdered in those camps during 

World War II. All the teens and nearly 

half the adults also visited Israel, celebrating 

Yom Ha’Atzmaut and the Jewish homeland’s 

rebirth as a sovereign Jewish state.

“To be able to share the experience with my parents made it even 

more powerful,” said Emily, 18. “We’ll be at dinner and they’ll say, 

‘Remember when…’ and we discuss what we saw.” Hearing Holocaust 

survivors talk of their harrowing experiences in the very places they 

were during the war - a train station cattle car, a barracks bunk - left a 

deep impression on the Plutskys.

“It’s so hard to fathom, but when you hear directly from a survivor 

you get an inch closer to it being more real,” Emily said. The Plutskys 

became close with their fellow travelers. Emily, who just graduated 

from high school, will attend the University of Oregon with a friend 

she met on the March. Mel and Susan have attended an adult 

participant reunion. Committed to building a better future through 

Jewish education, Susan is a VP on the executive committee at Milken 

Community High School as well as chair of the 

school’s annual campaign, and Mel has joined 

the Board of Directors of BJE.

“It’s important to never forget. Going to 

the place where it happened made what 

I learned all these years real,” Emily said. 

“I’m more knowledgeable, I am a witness 

and I can say I’ve been there, I saw it.”

Experiencing the Past and 
Building a Better Future

(From right) Emily Plutsky,
Noah Applebaum, Cayla Bergman

Susan Plutsky in downtown 
Krakow

Survivor, Sidonia Lax with 
Mel Plutsky
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Legacy Society

 When you go there you get a 
whole different perspective that 
can’t be described in words

“
”

Simha and Sara Lainer
Day School

Endowment Fund

We acknowledge with appreciation 
those who contributed to the Simha 

and Sara Lainer Day School Endowment 
Fund, a joint project of BJE and 

The Jewish Federation, from 
January 1, 2011 - June 30, 2012.

Debra and Albert M. Cohen

The Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles

Wendy & Richard Kellner

Gitta & Jack Nagel

Samuel and Helene Soref Foundation
Simha and Sara Lainer Family Foundation

*Funds administered by the Jewish Community Foundation of Los Angeles.
To discuss Legacy designation or Endowment opportunities at BJE, please contact 
Miriam Prum Hess, (323)761-8334 or mprumhess@bjela.org.

z”l of blessed memory

BJE gratefully acknowledges the generosity of those that have made 
testamentary provisions to support the enduring mission of BJE:
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This Annual Report, sharing highlights of BJE’s 75th year, evokes reflections on generations. When 
BJE was launched in 1937, fewer than 150,000 Jews lived in Los Angeles and the “Bureau” of 

Jewish Education served 12 affiliated schools: 5 Hebrew Schools, 3 (Yiddish) Folk Shulen, 3 Workmen’s 
Circle Schools and one Child Care Center. Twenty-five years later, in 1962 – following post-WWII 
migration west and the post-war baby boom – L.A. Jewry had tripled in number and BJE’s educational 
services were meeting the needs of tens of thousands of students at nearly 100 Jewish schools: 
synagogue – sponsored schools complementing public school education with afternoon and weekend 
Jewish study, early childhood Jewish education centers, L.A. Hebrew High School (which BJE helped 
initiate) providing post-bar/bat mitzvah Hebrew-intensive educational opportunity for students 
graduating synagogue schools, and 5 day schools.

By 1987, BJE was - in addition to its work with a growing school system - well known for conducting 
teen experiential education programs, including its pioneering Summer Ulpan-in-Israel and the 
innovative Havurat Noar program integrating themed weekend retreats with weekly discussions led by 
counselor – teachers. Recognizing the growing scope of BJE’s services and programs and the enduring 
need for a communal organization wholly dedicated to Jewish education, the Jewish Federation decided 
– in a friendly “spin off” – to constitute BJE as an independent agency, a transition that was completed 
in 1990-91. As these pages reflect, BJE: Builders of Jewish Education continues, in 2011-2012, to build a 
vital present and nurture a meaningful Jewish future.

From helping families find just the right Jewish educational experiences for their children through its 
nationally acclaimed JKidLA/Concierge program, to strengthening Day School sustainability; from its 
creative use of technology to enable students to explore Jewish life and culture in different times and 
places through virtual worlds, to guiding hundreds of teens each year to identity-building experiences 
in Poland and Israel on the nation’s largest “March of the Living” program, BJE is a field leader in Jewish 
education. BJE’s programs and services are constantly re-imagined to meet ever-changing needs, but its 
core commitment is enduring: to help create a strong Jewish future through encouraging participation, 
enhancing quality and promoting access to Jewish education. This mission could not possibly be 
accomplished without the partnership and financial support of many institutions and individuals.  
We are proud, in this Report, to recognize with appreciation those who share in these efforts.

We also acknowledge with special thanks those who – at this milestone of BJE’s 75th year – are part of 
the BJE Legacy Society. Those Jewish communities that have flourished over time are communities in 
which the Jewish education of successive generations has been a significant priority. We are privileged 
to carry forward this legacy….for generations.

Thank you for your support,

Donna S. Nadel Gil Graff
President Executive Director

Jewish Federation Grants for BJE Services & Programs $   882,380
Jewish Federation Grant in Support of Slavin Children’s Library        70,120
Jewish Federation Grant for Student Scholarships (Morasha)        42,000
Jim Joseph Foundation High School Affordability Initiative Grant (HSAI)*   1,963,486
Restricted Grants & Contributions      963,334
Unrestricted Contributions & Distribution from Investment   1,397,000
Fees from Program Services & Other Revenue   1,524,989

TOTAL**     $6,843,309

Centers for Day School, Early Childhood & Complementary Jewish Education $2,226,378
Center for Teen Experiential Education (March of the Living, SULAM, YPAC)   1,280,589
Center for Jewish Educational Engagement      154,391
Student Scholarships   1,617,721
Slavin Children’s Library        74,436
2012 Adult “March of the Living”      229,056
Communications, Resource Development & Agency Visibility      551,531
Planning, Administration & Finance      614,333
Net Occupancy Charges***        94,874

TOTAL $6,843,309

*In conjunction with Jewish Federation  **Does not include federal funds of over $1.2 million in educational services accessed from LAUSD 
 in support of students at BJE-affiliated day schools. ***Net (Subvented) Rate for Occupancy at Jewish Federation’s Goldsmith Center

Financials at a Glance
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26 The Jewish Federation’s 1,000 Shabbat Celebrations

Calendar of Events

11 BJE Conference for Religious School Educators

18 Global Day of Jewish Learning

13 Milken Family Foundation Jewish Educator Awards Luncheon

17 BJE Gala honoring Marc Rohatiner

11 Conference for Early Childhood Educators

13 BJE Conference for Day School Professional Leadership

BJE Legacy Society Event

4-18  BJE March of the Living (application deadline: November 16, 2012)

5 BJE Major Donor Event




