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Our strength as a people is rooted in teachings and experiences that connect Jews and 

Jewish communities across time and place.  

That is why, since its inception in 1937, BJE has focused on strengthening Jewish education in  

Los Angeles “mi-dor le-dor,” “from generation to generation.”    

This Annual Report features several of BJE’s stellar programs, which have an immediate impact 

on today’s Jewish community as well as a lasting effect by inspiring the “next generation.”     

You will read about how a BJE service helped parents of an autistic child find appropriate 

Jewish educational experiences; how a teen service program led one participant to offer her 

bat mitzvah guests a chance to work on a project to benefit the U.S. military; and how taking 

part in March of the Living with BJE eventually led a young woman to join the Peace Corps in 

Africa, among other stories.   

We also pay special tribute in this report to Janet and Jake Farber, the embodiment of 

“mi-dor le-dor,” in their lifelong commitment to the Jewish community and in imparting the  

values of Jewish education to their three children and eight grandchildren. 

BJE will continue to ensure that Jewish education leads to meaningful outcomes, for 

individuals, families and for the community as a whole, for generations to come. 

BJE’s success is a collective effort, and we deeply appreciate all the individuals and 

organizations that partner with us. 

Thank you for your generous and ongoing support,   

 
Donna S. Nadel Gil Graff, PhD
President                                                                             Executive Director
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Jewish Federation Grants for 2012-2013 BJE Services & Programs $   809,988
Jewish Federation Grant in Support of Slavin Children’s Library        90,082
Jewish Federation Grant for Student Scholarships (Morasha)        36,000
Jim Joseph Foundation High School Affordability Initiative*   2,374,368
Restricted Grants & Contributions   1,102,677
Unrestricted Contributions & Distribution from Investment   1,222,856
Fees from Program Services & Other Revenue   1,221,668

TOTAL     $6,857,639

Centers for Day School, Early Childhood & Complementary Jewish Education $2,065,958
Center for Teen Experiential Education   1,269,275
Center for Jewish Educational Engagement      148,292
Student Scholarships   2,049,050
Slavin Children’s Library        90,082
Communications, Financial Resource Development & Agency Visibility      517,722
Planning, Administration, Finance & Governance      621,206
Net Occupancy Charges**        96,054

TOTAL $6,857,639

*In conjunction with The Jewish Federation   **Net (Subvented) Rate for Occupancy at Jewish Federation’s Goldsmith Center

Jewish Federation Grant for 
Student Scholarships (Morasha)
0.52%

Jewish Federation Grant in Support 
of Slavin Children’s Library
1.31%

Jim Joseph Foundation High 
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Fees from Program Services 
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1.40%Slavin Children’s Library

1.31%
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Lisa and Adam Kaufman swiftly found the perfect Hebrew 

school for their 12-year-old son as a direct result of BJE’s  

online guide to diverse Jewish resources, known as JKidLA. 

To be sure, this was no simple feat. 

The Kaufmans’ son, Max, has Asperger syndrome, an autism 

spectrum disorder, and they reside in Rancho Palos Verdes, 

a suburb that does not offer a full range of services for Jewish 

children with special needs.  

“This is the most useful website,” Lisa Kaufman said of JKidLA, a unique combination of an extensive online presence and actual 

human “concierges,” providing customized information about a broad range of Jewish resources across the Los Angeles region. 

The program aligns with BJE’s multipronged mission surrounding Jewish education: boosting quality, increasing access and 

encouraging greater participation. 

“The site is constantly updated, easy to navigate and links to programs,” Kaufman said, allowing her to locate the Nes Gadol 

program, situated close to the school Max attends daily, and specifically designed for children with autism and other special 

needs to experience the joys of Jewish learning.  

Meanwhile, for the Manfredi family, who relocated in 2012 from Montreal to the Los Angeles area, JKidLA’s concierge service 

also proved to be a “blessing.” Sandra Bitton-Manfredi reached out directly to one of the concierges – one serves Los Angeles 

south of the Santa Monica Mountains, the other handles the Valley areas – for help in navigating myriad choices, from choosing 

a synagogue to finding one’s “like-minded” Jewish community.  

The service streamlines an overwhelming situation, Bitton-Manfredi said. BJE helped her to “open one door after another” 

so that she could find a home in an appropriate school district for her three children – Lana, 10, Simon, 12, and Vanessa, 16 – 

connect with a synagogue, and choose Jewish youth activities and camp. 

Bitton-Manfredi now volunteers three days 

a week at the Shalom Institute, a camp and 

conference center in Malibu. As she looks out 

the window at children playing, she shares 

how she eventually approached the head of 

the Institute, Bill Kaplan, to inquire whether 

he knew Rachel Donitz Kaplan, BJE’s Valley 

Concierge who proved so invaluable to her. 

(It turns out they are husband and wife.) 

There is an “incredible feeling of coming full 

circle,” she said, adding that especially “if you’re 

completely new to the area, the concierge 

service is a beacon of help and hope.”

JKidLAJudge Anita Dymant & Richard Drooyan 
Nancy & Michael Eisenstadt
Miriam & Herschel Elkins
Laurie & Matt Ember
Drs. Yossi & Gilat Englanoff
Ethel & Abe Weinberg Jewish 
  Education Fund*
Dr. Benjamin Fass
Mindy & Andrew Feldman
Rae Finegood
Deborah & Norman Frank
Lora Fremont
Yvette & Andrew Gardner
Karen & Mark Getelman
Gity & Howard Gluck
Susie & Marty Goldberg
Rheba Ganzweig Goldman
Susie & Bruce Goren
Karen & Jeffrey Goss
Diane M. Doolittle & Michael Grady
Beverly & Michael Greenberg
Lisa Feldman & Brian Greene
Brigitte & Uri Halabe
Janet Halbert
Evelyn & Nat Handel
Janna & James Harris
Abby & Dr. Larry Harris
Deborah Schmidt & Dr. Avi Havivi
Sarah Hershberg
Ellen & Mark Hurwitz
Harold Igdaloff
Mira & Alex Indich
Rina & Dr. Sherwin Isenberg
Jennifer Rothschild & Julian Izbiky
J. Hellman, Inc.
Jonathan Jacoby
Esther Kandel
Jackie & Dr. Robert Katz
Vicki & Arnie Kay
Susan Bloch & Stephen Kay
Lesley & Brian Kleinman

Linda & Dr. Harvey Kulber
Bettina Kurowski
Richard W. Labowe 
Lena & Mark Labowe
Serene Lazar
Sandra & Ezra Lee
Laurie Glickman & Jim Leewong
Drs. Nasreen Babu-Khan & Howard Lehrhoff 
Esther & Craig Levine
Janet Levine
Teri Cohan Link & Dr. Baruch Link
Nancy & Steven Lovett
Katherine & Russell Lynn
Judith & Rabbi Allen Maller
Eve & Dr. Harold Marcus
Mass Mutual Matching Gift Center
Maxwell & Betty Cagan Scholarship*
Julie & Joel Mayer
Marcie & Steve Medof
Dr. Robert J. Meth
Beverly K. Mintz
Dr. Jody Myers
Ellen & Jeff Nagler
Jill  & Steven Namm
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Neuman
Veronica & Paris Nourafchan 
Fariba & Rod Nourafshan
Marsha & Mark Novak
Pamela  & Gerald Offsay
Or HaChaim Early Childhood Center
Rachel & Roger E. Parrell
Judy Ranan & George Perkins
Deborah & Dr. Bruce Powell
Dr. Michelle Finkel & Dr. David Presser
Marjorie & Rabbi Jacob Pressman
Bea Reynolds
Adele & Herb Reznikoff
Rabbi Karen Fox & Michael Rosen
Elana & Jack Roth
Lois & Rabbi Moshe Rothblum
Lisa & Scott Saliman

Sandi & Avi Schlesinger
Lenny & Hal Schloss
Aviva Schotland
Nancy & Mark Schreiber
Sarajane & John Schwartz
Robert Shpiner
Rhoda & M. Melvin Shralow
Linda & Sylvain S. Silberstein
Selma & Philip Silverman
Doni & Dr. Steve Simons
Rachel Sisk
Freda & Dr. Sanford Small
Susan Fink & Robert Smith
Johannah Sohn
Laurie Goodman & Don Spetner
Liane & Benni Sternlieb
Myrna & Joseph Strapp
Elaine & Dr. H. Jerome Stulberg
Tove & Carl Sunshine
Ethel & Dr. Martin Taft
Pearl Tarnor
Temple Akiba Religious School
Laurie & Doron Tisser
Meryl & Michael Tuchin
Mindy & Neil Tucker
Janice & Theodore Tytell
Janet Metson-Urman & Harold Urman
Rodi & Rabbi Stewart L. Vogel
Mr. & Mrs. Murry Waldman
Janet & Congressman Henry A. Waxman
Deborah Eisen & Joel Weinstein
Pamela & Peter Weiss
Rena & Michael Wolkenfeld
Barbara & Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky
Linda & Mel Young 
Ruth Ziegler
Fran & Stuart Zimmermann

*Funds administered by the Jewish 
Community Foundation of Los Angeles
•Includes two grants in support 
of 2013-2014 programs

JKidLA can be found
@JKidLA.com and on:

The Kaufman Family

The Manfredi Family

BUILDING DAY
SCHOOL ENDOWMENTS

We acknowledge with appreciation donors 

who contributed funds between July 1, 2012 and 

June 30, 2013 to the Simha and Sara Lainer  

Day School Endowment Fund or to enable BJE to  

bring the Generations Program to Los Angeles.

Simha and Sara Lainer 
Day School Endowment Fund

is a joint project of BJE and 
The Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles:

Anonymous

The Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles

Marnie & David Nagel

The Ziegler Family Trust

Generations LA
is a joint project of BJE, the Partnership

for Excellence in Jewish Education (PEJE)
and the AVI CHAI Foundation:

Wendy & Richard Kellner

Ellie & Mark Lainer

Sheila & Aaron Leibovic

Janine & Peter Lowy

Sheila Baran Spiwak & Dr. Alan Spiwak

BJE gratefully acknowledges the generosity of those that have made 
testamentary provisions to support the enduring mission of BJE: 

LEGACY SOCIETY

BJE is grateful to be the recipient of generous
and continuing support from the Estates of:

Greta Bayer
Sandy & Max Candiotty

Rhea & Halz”l Coskey
Janet & Jake Farber

Robin & Gil Graff
Tobaz”l & Earl Greinetz

Betty & Sivanz”l Hamburger
Miriam Prum Hess & Mark Hess

Hyman Bolotinz”l*
Frances Brodyz”l

Dr. Maxwell S. & Betty C. Caganz”l*
Moshe Cohenz”l

Tamara Ehrlichz”l

Jeanine & Jerry Goldbergz”l*
Morris Knopowz”l*

Henry Chaim Lernerz”l

Sol Bear & Esther Lipshutzz”l*

Sydney M. Lindenz”l

Gisele Mandlz”l*
I.A. & A.I. Reissz”l*
Beatrice Schultzz”l*

Ethel & Abe Weinbergz”l*
Martin F. Witkinz”l

Anita & Harold J. Zivetzz”l*
Millie Zonez”l

 

*Funds administered by the Jewish Community Foundation of Los Angeles.  
To discuss Legacy designation or Endowment opportunities at BJE, 

please contact Miriam Prum Hess, (323) 761-8334 or mprumhess@bjela.org.

 z”l: of blessed memory

Renee & Phalen “Chuck” Hurewitz
Rabbi Glenn Karonsky

Linda Goldenberg Mayman & Robert Mayman
Marcia & David Nimmer

Norman Saiger
Jo Mintz-Seligman
Julie & Mel Wynn
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If Daniela Mirell had to impart just one Jewish value, she would teach that a spiritual 

life reminds individuals that they comprise a world greater than themselves. 

This insightful lesson formed the thesis of her middle-school winning entry in the 

2012 Milken Family Foundation’s Jewish Educator Awards Student Essay Contest,  

held in partnership with BJE. Daniela won an unrestricted gift of $1,800 for her 

school, Sinai Akiba Academy, as well as a $500 contribution for her to direct to the 

charity of her choice.  

She felt inspired to give the $500 back to BJE, in no small part because of her 

experience with BJE’s Teen Service Corps, through which she volunteered at a  

Los Angeles homeless shelter in the summer of 2012.

“We went to the Midnight Mission to serve food,” said Daniela, now a ninth-grader 

at Harvard-Westlake School, who took part in the BJE program again in summer 

2013. “These people have nothing. To make their day by giving them food made 

them happy and made me smile.”   

Daniela also pointed to her summers at Camp Ramah and her Jewish day school-

based experiences such as traveling to Israel and helping at-risk youths as influencing 

her worldview. She takes the lessons of Jewish service learning to heart.

“If everyone in society would embrace their ability to reach out to God, both quietly 

and in helping others, they would act more appropriately and find more value in the 

acts they perform,” Daniela wrote in her essay.    

She already has her sights on Stanford University; her mother as well as her two 

siblings are alumni. “I wore an article of Stanford clothing every day during the 

school year,” said Daniela, whose unfolding future will certainly be worth watching.  

Teen Service
Learning 

$500 - $999
Dr. David Ackerman
Audrey & Benjamin Adler
Peggy & David Ash
Beth Jacob Congregation of Beverly Hills 
Esther Lerner Brenner
Susan & Sunny Brenner
Linda & Steven Brown
Sandy & Max Candiotty
Center for Initiatives in Jewish Education 
Judy & Dr. Daniel Cole
Daniel & Marieka Schotland Endowment Fund
Bonnie & Allan Duboff
Eris & Lawrence Field
Lori Mars & David Fields
Rochelle & Gary Finder
Pat & Errol Fine
Victoria & Dr. Charles Frankel
Diana & Robert Friedman
Leibe & Dr. Ivor Geft
Glynnis & Selwyn Gerber
Barbara & Alan Gindi
Deborah & Dr. Mark Goldenberg
Doris & Ernest Goodman
Ari Graff
Senta & Dr. Chaim Graff
Felice & Aryeh Greenbaum
Susan Kaiser Greenland & Seth Greenland 
Cathy Halfon
Aviva & Zalman Harari
Marlene & Rabbi Marvin Hier
Kathi Barnhard Hiller & Gary Hiller
Renee & Chuck Hurewitz
Ellen L. Jacobs & Martin Jacobs
Jeffrey Kandel
Rabbi Glenn Karonsky
Harriet & Leon Katz
Kenneth J. & Marilynn J. Friedman 
  Family Foundation
Stacy Reznikoff Kent & Ranon Kent
Nancy & Howard Klein
Rosina & Bob Korda
Hannah & Marshall Kramer
Arlene & Moshe Kupietzky
Jill & Martin Lasker 
Nadine & Steve Lavender
Kerri & Frank Lee
Jill & Matthew Lefferman
Tamra & Dr. Benjamin E. Lesin
Beverly & Andrew Liggett
Ilana & Brian Lipman
Iris & Philip Malinsky
Dee & Jeff Margolis
Mark Dyne Charitable Foundation
Debra & Robby Markovic
Dr. Chavee Lerer & Victor Mellon
Ilana & Dr. Shlomo Melmed
Dete & Paul Meserve
Mesivta of Greater Los Angeles (Calabasas) 
Lila Meyers
Fran & Stuart Miller
Mogen David Hebrew School
The Moshe Cohen Trust
Cheryl & Dr. Ronald Nagel
Monise & Anthony Neumann
Rebecca & Raphael Nissel
Doreen & Donald Nortman
Carole Oken
Marla & Ron Osband
Karen & Dr. Mitchell Parver
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Pollak
Dr. Hindi & Rabbi Adir Posy
Leslye & Dr. Samuel Prum
Fredi & Rabbi Joel Rembaum 
Janet & Bobby Rosenblum
Elaine Schenirer

Alice Schoenfeld
Rabbi & Mrs. Ari Segal
Jo Mintz-Seligman & Dr. Karl Seligman 
Klara & Martin Shandling
Adele Shapiro
Debbie & Steve Shrier
Sharon & Dr. Morris Silver
Amy & Lev Stark
Eve Kurtin & Dr. Michael Steinberg
Stephen S. Wise Temple
Mary & Aric Streit
Todd Sternfeld
Sidney Teichman
Dr. Jordana & Rabbi Kalman Topp
Rachel Andres & Benjamin Tysch
United Way of Greater Philadelphia
Tammy & Roey Urman
Helena & Steven Usdan
Shelley & Dr. Steven Weinstock
Sarah & Peter Weintraub
Mara & Dr. Jeff Werber
Rachael & Jonathan J. Wernick
Felice & Douglas Williams
The Winnick Family Foundation
Orna & Keenan Wolens
Laurie & Boris Zaidman
Elana & Scott Zimmerman

$250 - $499
Anonymous
Anita & Harold J. Zivetz Scholarship*
Karen & Robert Avrech
Greta Bayer
Nancy & Scott Beiser
Phillip Bendheim
Regina & Gary Benson
Melissa Patack & Dr. Michael Berenbaum 
Elaine Berke
Teri & Bruce Bialosky
Susan & George Birnbaum
Arlene & Stewart Bloom
Peni & Rabbi Daniel Bouskila
Susan & Jonathan M. Brandler
Lynda & Arie Buchman
Marysa & George Caplan
Lisa & Jeffrey H. Cohen
Rabbi & Mrs. Abraham Cooper
Susie Forer-Dehrey & Yehuda Dehrey
Orna & David Delrahim
Eileen & Dr. Don Diamond
Deborah Smotrich Diamond & Eric Diamond 
Maureen & Larry D. Eisenberg
Loretta & Avi Engel
Nancy Cooper-Federman & Neal Federman
Susan & Sam Fernandez
Wendy & Jeffrey Finn
Shari & Jeff Fishman
Helyn & Bob Friedman
Andrea & Larry Gill
Ninette Root Golub & Larry Golub
Jennie Lewkowicz & Dr. Emanuel Gottlieb 
Dr. Annette & Rabbi Mel Gottlieb
Vicky & Arnold Green
Fraida & Jeff Gutovich
Rabbi Nicole Guzik
Shirley & Richard Hahn
Marilyn & Monty Hall
Debbie & Edward Herbst
Shirley Hess
Ada & Jim Horwich
I.A. & A.I. Reiss Memorial Fund*
Judith & Howard Ishakis
Erika & Dr. Emil Jacoby
Goldy Jannol
Nelly Kahn
Sari Abrams & Rabbi Joseph Kanefsky

Frieda & Dr. Ernest Katz
Sylvia Kellerman
Leslie & Dr. L. Joel Kessler
Barbara & Dr. Ron Lang
Susan Morse Lebow
Karri & Murray Lee
Irene & Howard Levine
Debbie & Morey Levovitz
Tina & Michael Loboda
Fredda & Avrum Loewenstein
Batya Malick
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Mark
Alexandra Leichter & Michael Maroko
Marcie Meier
Eddie Mendelsohn
Judy & Bob Millman
Jesse Nadel
Paulette & Ron Nessim
Mr. & Mrs. Drew Parker
Arlettez”l & Dr. Irving Penn
Debbie & Rick Powell
Molly & Abe Presser
Miriam & Dr. Ronald Reynolds
Cynthia & David Roberts
Elaine Leemon Binder Robinson
Abby Robyn
Rosie & Mark Rosenbaum
Leah & Dr. Arnold Rotter
Irene & Norman Saiger
Alison Mayersohn & 
  Rabbi Laurence Scheindlin
Dana Goodman Schlessinger & 
  Evan Schlessinger
Tobie & Larry Schwimmer
Debra Fields & Jonathan Silberman
Julia & Ed Sohn
Caren & Erwin Sokol
Sol Bear & Esther Lipshutz Memorial Fund* 
Elizabeth & Michael Soroudi
Michelle & David A. Spiegel
Sari & Jay Stein
Edith Stern
Gladys Sturman
Linda Taylor
Temple Isaiah Preschool
Yael & Dan Tenenbaum
Charlene Zalis Waldman & Peter Waldman 
Jackie & Michael Waterman
Barbi & Lawrence Weinberg
Karen & Sanford Weiner
Yolande & Rabbi Dr. Abner Weiss
Mr. & Mrs. David West
Dr. Hannah & Rabbi Robert Wexler
Barbara Murphy & Gideon Wolf
Karen & Rick Wolfen
Judith & Fred Zolan

$100 - $249
Anonymous (2) 
Nancy & Dr. Emanuel Abrams
Sara & Dr. David Aftergood
Elke Coblens-Aftergut & Manny Aftergut 
Cantor Judy Dubin Aranoff & Mel Aranoff 
Andrea & Scott Austin
Nettie Becker
Bolotin Fund*
Barbara & Dr. Richard Braun
Ellen Moss Brown & Jeff Brown
Bud & Barbara Hellman Foundation, Inc.
Susan Zneimer & Martin Chetlen
Debra & Albert Cohen
Beverly & Robert Cohen
Ellen & Marshall Cole
Dvorah Colker
Nita Corinblit
Eleanor & Dr. Bernard Davidorf

Shani Yakov’s experience 

in BJE’s Teen Service 

Corps inspired her to help 

American soldiers, not just 

during the summer of 2012, 

but also at her bat mitzvah 

reception. 

Through the BJE program – 

in connection with Operation 

Gratitude, which seeks 

to lift morale in the U.S. 

military community – Shani, 

of Sherman Oaks, helped 

to craft 1,000 parachute 

cord bracelets that soldiers 

can use in the field for 

tourniquets, harnesses and 

repairs. At her bat mitzvah 

party six months later, she 

invited guests to weave 

more than 50 bracelets, 

saying, “I thought it would 

be fun for other people  

to make and would also  

be a mitzvah.”      

Daniela Mirell, Jesse Nadel, and Henry Platt 
participating in the 2012 Teen Service Corps
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BJE also helps teens to 

reframe such community 

service in terms of Jewish 

service learning. Alisha 

Pedowitz, BJE’s Teen 

Experiential Education 

Specialist and Program 

Leader of BJE Impact (the 

Center for Jewish Service Learning formerly 

known as Sulam), guides young people to reflect 

on their contribution in a Jewish context, rather 

than view it as a one-time action, and find ways 

to integrate their experience into their lives.   

“Teenagers are at a critical age, when they’re figuring 

out who they want to be in the world,” said Pedowitz, 

who helps lead a constellation of BJE teen programs that 

explore the potential to create immediate impact – and to 

spark a lifelong passion to make the world a better place 

(“tikkun olam”).      

For instance, so that other young teens in the Los Angeles 

area can conceive meaningful “mitzvah projects,” usually 

done in connection with b’nai mitzvah celebrations, BJE 

Impact is developing a digital toolkit and online work 

space called “StepUp!” to help guide students and their 

families in the creation of meaningful projects, and 

to help teens identify areas of interest, ranging from 

domestic violence prevention to elder care. It will also be 

a resource for Jewish educators to track their students’ 

progress and reflect on their work.

$1,000,000 Plus (Sustaining Gifts)
The Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles•

Jim Joseph Foundation

$100,000 - $499,999 (Visionary)
AVI CHAI Foundation 
Jerry & Jeanine Goldberg Trust* 
Ellie & Mark Lainer
Milken Family Foundation 
Partnership for Excellence in Jewish Education

$50,000 - $99,999 (Pillar)
Janet & Jake Farber 
Jewish Community Foundation Cutting Edge
  Grant: Online Jewish Academy 
Wendy & Richard Kellner
Janine & Peter Lowy
Simha & Sara Lainer Family Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999 (Trustee)
J. Samuel Harwitz’l & Manya Harwit-Avivz’l   
  Charitable Trust
Maurice Amado Foundation
Simha and Sara Lainer Fund for Jewish Education*
Sheila Baran Spiwak & Dr. Alan M. Spiwak 
Muriel & Steve Uretsky
The Sigiz”l and Marilyn Ziering Family

$10,000 - $24,999 (Benefactor)
Penny & Mark Berns 
Sandra Radoff Bernstein
Nora & Dr. Herschelz’l  Burston 
Claire & Rabbi Baruch Cohon 
Sharon & Herb Glaser
Sheila & Aaron Leibovic
Mani Brothers, LLC 
Max & Anna Baran, Ben & Sarah Baran & 
  Milton Baran Endowment Fund*
Donna & Paul Nadel
Drs. Jack & Gitta Nagel
Nurit & Rich Robin
Lynn & Marc Rohatiner
Halina Wachtel, Arthur Wachtel & 
  Suzette Wachtel
Witkin Family Trust
Wolf, Rifkin, Shapiro, Schulman & Rabkin, LLP

$5,000 - $9,999 (Guardian)
Abraham Joshua Heschel Day School 
Herb S. Abrams
Susan & Michael Baum
Rhea Coskey
Diane & Guilford Glazer
Deborah & Leon Farahnik
Esther & Steven Feder
Field Foundation
Jean & Dr. Jerry Friedman
Nat Gorman
Robin & Gil Graff
Miriam Prum Hess & Mark Hess
Jacob Hillel Stern Memorial Fund*
Lela & Dr. Norman Jacoby

Charlotte & Stanley Kandel
Roberta & Wes Lester
Shirley & Phil Liff-Grieff
Dr. Elaine & Richard Lindheim
Amy & Harold Masor
Karmi & Harold Monsher
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Dr. Susan Plutsky & Mel Plutsky
Peggy & Edward B. Robin
Annez’l & Lee Samson
Nancy & Jay Schulman
Fela & David Shapell
Smotrich Family Foundation
Southern California Edison
Susan Jacoby Stern & Joel Stern
Wright Education Fund at The Seattle 
  Foundation

$1,800 - $4,999 (Chai Society)
Anonymous
Adat Ari El Synagogue
Barbara & Albert Algaze
Hilda & Al Ashley
Debbie & Mark Attanasio
Donna & Ron Bender
Kara Nortman & Jake Blumenthal
Irene & Yoni Boujo
Sandra & Dr. Mayer Brenner
Rabbi Michelle Missaghieh & Dr. Bruce Ellman
Estate of Morris Knopow*
Lisa Lainer-Fagan & Brian Fagan
Carrol & Jack Fenigstein
Jerold Fine
First Western Financial
Shelley Zalis Fleshner & Dr. Phillip Fleshner
Todd Gindy
Frida & Joel Glucoft
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BJE recently rebranded its service learning center and website as BJE Impact to 

reflect the on-the-ground outcomes to emerge from the center and its online 

space. “We are helping Jewish teens discover what impact they want to make in 

the world, while also being a resource for parents and educators to facilitate this 

process,” said Alisha Pedowitz, BJE’s Teen Experiential Education Specialist and 

Program Leader of BJE Impact.
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2012 Teen Service Corps serving 
food at the Midnight Mission

Alisha Pedowitz
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Students at Or HaChaim Academy have learned to 

problem-solve respectfully, and help their friends do 

the same, as a direct result of one of BJE’s professional 

development programs: Responsive Classroom.

Educators from more than a dozen BJE-accredited 

schools across the Jewish denominational spectrum 

participated in one or both of two week-long 

programs on the Responsive Classroom approach, 

focusing on social, emotional and academic growth in 

a strong and safe school community.  

Teacher Odelia Gabay of Or HaChaim, an Orthodox Jewish day school in North Hollywood, has used the Responsive  

Classroom concept of “interactive modeling” to teach her students to notice and internalize expected behaviors, such as 

washing hands before eating.

She also has given her classroom a more “homey” atmosphere by holding a morning meeting, another concept the teachers 

learned from the BJE-sponsored workshops. “Everyone has a designated day to share,” Gabay said. “Even shy kids get used to 

it.” For instance, a child whose parents were divorcing found the ritual of the daily meeting comforting,” she said. 

Principal Deborah Raskin of Or HaChaim, which extends through eighth grade and has more than 300 students, said that about 

15 teachers from the school participated in the BJE-organized professional education seminars. 

These teachers and those from other BJE schools learned of Responsive Classroom’s guiding principles, which include 

recognizing the importance of the social curriculum and understanding that the greatest cognitive growth occurs through social 

interaction. They studied additional concepts, such as engaging their students’ families as partners.  

Raskin said that as teachers use the Responsive Classroom approach of academic choice, students become more engaged in their 

own learning. The balanced and consistent nature of Responsive Classroom allows “for all learning, secular and Judaic, to stay 

alive throughout the whole day.” 

In addition, she said, the morning meeting framework 

allows for a smooth transition into the day. “As a result, 

teachers say they are able to understand their students 

better and engage them more fully. Thus, students are able 

to accomplish more learning,” Raskin said. 

Gabay, for one, had the families of her students contribute 

to the class’ mitzvah tree by writing down on a leaf the 

good deeds their child had performed. When the tree 

became full – about the time of Shavuot (the Festival of 

Weeks) – the class learned about the holiday’s nature-

related concepts and celebrated with a party in a nearby 

park with cupcakes that formed the shape of a tree.   

“Change is good,” Gabay said. “Things don’t have to be 

done the same way they were 10 to 15 years ago.”  

Responsive 
Classroom

Funding from private donors and the Jewish 

Federation is leveraged tenfold by enabling 

BJE to assist 21 schools, located within the 

Los Angeles Unified School District’s (LAUSD) 

boundaries, to access more than $1 million in 

professional development and student academic 

support funds through the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act administered by 

LAUSD (No Child Left Behind).

THANK YOU! 
  
 
 

BJE President Donna S. Nadel 

and her husband, Paul, 

graciously opened their home for 

a Cinco de Mayo Fiesta to thank 

members of BJE’s donor societies. In 

addition to a sumptuous Mexican 

feast and live mariachi music, BJE 

donors enjoyed a photography 

exhibit and talk by Bill Aron, the 

renowned photographer of Jewish 

life worldwide. Rhea Coskey 

chaired the event.

Cinco de Mayo Fiesta

Mrs. Odelia Gabay and her students

From right: Donna S. Nadel, Bill Aron, Rhea Coskey, 
Gil Graff, Miriam Prum Hess

Photographer Bill Aron
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When Nicole Pampanin 

took part in BJE’s March 

of the Living, she had no 

idea that it would influence 

her decisions to volunteer at 

an orphanage in Ghana and 

eventually work for the Peace 

Corps in Madagascar.

This BJE experience “was one of 

my first international trips and 

definitely opened my eyes to the 

fact that there was more to the world than the San Fernando Valley, where I was born 

and raised,” said Nicole, who will serve in the African island nation until 2014. 

Each year, BJE invites Jewish teens – as well as Holocaust survivors – from across the Los 

Angeles region to take part in the march from Auschwitz to Birkenau that serves as a silent 

tribute to all victims of the Holocaust, on Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day).  

After spending a week in Poland visiting other sites of Nazi persecution; former centers  

of Jewish life and culture; and places of contemporary Jewish interest, participants travel 

to Israel the following week to celebrate Yom HaZikaron (Israel’s Memorial Day) and Yom 

Ha’atzmaut (Israel’s Independence Day). In Poland, teens study the roots of prejudice, 

intolerance and hate; in Israel, they nurture a lifelong attachment to Judaism and the 

Jewish state.  

Through BJE and the March of the Living, teens such as Nicole weave such profound 

events in Jewish history as the Holocaust and the creation of the State of Israel into their 

own personal connection to the Jewish people.  

Nicole was invigorated by seeing history first-hand, as well as 

by the relationships she forged. During her BJE March of the 

Living experience in 2007 she became close to Paula Lebovics, 

one of the Holocaust survivors on the trip, to whom Nicole 

refers as her “adoptive grandmother.”  

“She amazes me all the time with her sense of giving,” said 

Lebovics, a survivor of Auschwitz-Birkenau, whose feelings 

for Nicole are mutual. “She’s my first ‘adoptee’; I love her.”  

In addition, BJE works to ensure that the teens’ experience 

continues after the flight home, with an alumni network and 

guidance in translating new insights into meaningful action. 

Nicole, who created a Hillel chapter while at Lewis & Clark College in Oregon as well as 

studying abroad in Kenya and Tanzania, plans on spending her life “advocating for causes 

that are important to me and helping underprivileged children,” adding, “I would love to 

continue traveling and experiencing all that this amazing world has to offer.”

The 2013 BJE delegation included nine survivors and 161 teenagers, who joined 10,000 

other Jewish teens from more than 40 countries in remembering the past, while marching 

toward the future. 

Nick Rivera deeply wanted 

to participate in the 2013 

BJE March of the Living. To 

make his wish a reality, he 

held garage sales and raised 

other funds to supplement the 

scholarship he received from 

BJE and The Jewish Federation. 

His fundraising proved so 

successful that he donated the 

excess income to help other 

teens take part in the March.  

Nick said the BJE program 

provided him with a fresh 

view of the worldwide Jewish 

community, represented by 

delegations from around 

the globe. “The survivors on 

the trip made the trip more 

real,” he added. “We weren’t 

visiting museums; the stories 

we heard on the trip made 

everything more real and 

more worth it.”

Debbie Rivera, Nick’s 

mother, said that her son’s 

determination and eagerness 

to learn as well as the 

“amazing generosity of BJE” 

made the trip possible. 

Nick came away from the 

March “wanting to help and 

educate others and change 

the world,” his mom said. 

“ Thank you BJE for giving us 

this gift!”

March of the Living

BJE honored Marc Rohatiner, visionary and influential advocate for Jewish education, at its Gala, 

held January 17, 2013.  Rohatiner, the immediate Past President of BJE, was instrumental in 

guiding the agency during its strategic planning process.

Also recognized were: The Marilynn and Kenneth Friedman Family Jewish Learning Community 

of Adat Ari El for its innovative use of digital game-based learning for Jewish education, and 

New Community Jewish High School for its accelerated achievement of Jim Joseph High School 

Affordability Initiative endowment benchmarks.

gala Nicole Pampanin with English Club in Madagascar

Nicole Pampanin with 
Paula Leibovics on the  

BJE March of the Living

(l. to r.) Jacob Nober, Micah Getzug, 
Nick Rivera and Jamie Klein on 

the 2013 BJE March of the Living 

Marc and Lynn Rohatiner

Adat Ari El Honorees: Christine Prell and 
Johannah Sohn with BJE presenter Phil Liff-Grieff

New Community Jewish 
High School Honorees: Betsy 

Berger, Scott Zimmerman, 
Elana Rimmon Zimmerman, 

Dr. Bruce Powell, Harold 
Masor with presenters from 
the Jim Joseph Foundation: 
Dr. Charles “Chip” Edelsberg 

and Dr. Sandra Edwards
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“My grandparents exemplify what it is to take an active role 

in one’s education, that is, to seek out education rather than 

let it find me,” said Max Farber, a grandson of Janet and Jake 

Farber and participant in the 2013 BJE March of the Living. 

Janet and Jake Farber Janet and Jake Farber live by this core principle. 

The Farbers, honorees for their ongoing service and dedication to Jewish education at BJE’s Gala December 15, 2013, 

have served as pillars of the Los Angeles Jewish community since the founding of the State of Israel. (The couple has 

since been to Israel more than 50 times.)  

They embody the Jewish concept of “le-dor va-dor,” “for all generations,” through their deep ties with the Jewish 

community, as well as through the values they have instilled in their three children and eight grandchildren. 

“We were both brought up that we always have to help others,” Janet said. While the Farbers, both native 

Angelenos, grew up under different circumstances – Jake was raised in an Orthodox household, while Janet lived in 

a Yiddish-speaking home that was less religious – they share a core commitment to giving back to the community.  

Both also stressed that strengthening Jewish education helps to ensure Jewish continuity. Their longtime 

involvement with BJE is no accident; they fully appreciate that the organization serves Jewish schools of all 

denominations, and the Farbers support Jewish learning in its many expressions.   

A sampling of the Farbers’ involvement: Janet is Past President of BJE and of Adat Ari El’s Sisterhood. She also has 

served as Past President and Campaign Chair of the Women’s Department of The Jewish Federation’s Valley Alliance 

and is a past Board member of the Federation. Currently Janet serves on the Valley Alliance Board. Meanwhile, 

Jake, who still goes to his business office several days a week, has served as Federation Chairman of the Board and 

Campaign Chair, Camp Ramah President, American Jewish University Board member, as well as Vice President of 

Adat Ari El, where he is an Honorary Lifetime Board member. Jake also currently serves as a member of the Board of 

Governors of the Jewish Home for the Aging. Both Janet and Jake are strong supporters of AIPAC.

The children of these “tzedakah heroes” inherited their parents’ commitment to the Jewish community, and have 

contributed in their own unique ways. Nadine Lavender is Governing Board Chair of Adat Ari El Day School; Howard 

Farber is the Founding Board President and a current Board member of New Community Jewish High School; and 

Rochelle Cohen is incoming Chair of the Valley Alliance, among other positions. 

All eight grandchildren take part in Jewish communal life, with Cohen’s eldest daughter, Maya, assuming an 

important professional role as Program Leader of BJE’s March of the Living. 

Without a doubt, Janet and Jake have both inspired their own family and invigorated the Los Angeles Jewish 

community, for generations to come.  

As Jake said, “When you’re a committed Jew, you must stay involved in the Jewish community to ensure 

Jewish continuity.” 

“My parents are the quintessential philanthropic leaders 

in Jewish education.  They have been incredible role 

models for my generation and my children’s generation,” 

said Nadine Lavender, the Farbers’ eldest daughter.

“You have to do as well as say.” 

Photo by Bill Aron
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Students at Or HaChaim Academy have learned to 

problem-solve respectfully, and help their friends do 

the same, as a direct result of one of BJE’s professional 

development programs: Responsive Classroom.

Educators from more than a dozen BJE-accredited 

schools across the Jewish denominational spectrum 

participated in one or both of two week-long 

programs on the Responsive Classroom approach, 

focusing on social, emotional and academic growth in 

a strong and safe school community.  

Teacher Odelia Gabay of Or HaChaim, an Orthodox Jewish day school in North Hollywood, has used the Responsive  

Classroom concept of “interactive modeling” to teach her students to notice and internalize expected behaviors, such as 

washing hands before eating.

She also has given her classroom a more “homey” atmosphere by holding a morning meeting, another concept the teachers 

learned from the BJE-sponsored workshops. “Everyone has a designated day to share,” Gabay said. “Even shy kids get used to 

it.” For instance, a child whose parents were divorcing found the ritual of the daily meeting comforting,” she said. 

Principal Deborah Raskin of Or HaChaim, which extends through eighth grade and has more than 300 students, said that about 

15 teachers from the school participated in the BJE-organized professional education seminars. 

These teachers and those from other BJE schools learned of Responsive Classroom’s guiding principles, which include 

recognizing the importance of the social curriculum and understanding that the greatest cognitive growth occurs through social 

interaction. They studied additional concepts, such as engaging their students’ families as partners.  

Raskin said that as teachers use the Responsive Classroom approach of academic choice, students become more engaged in their 

own learning. The balanced and consistent nature of Responsive Classroom allows “for all learning, secular and Judaic, to stay 

alive throughout the whole day.” 

In addition, she said, the morning meeting framework 

allows for a smooth transition into the day. “As a result, 

teachers say they are able to understand their students 

better and engage them more fully. Thus, students are able 

to accomplish more learning,” Raskin said. 

Gabay, for one, had the families of her students contribute 

to the class’ mitzvah tree by writing down on a leaf the 

good deeds their child had performed. When the tree 

became full – about the time of Shavuot (the Festival of 

Weeks) – the class learned about the holiday’s nature-

related concepts and celebrated with a party in a nearby 

park with cupcakes that formed the shape of a tree.   

“Change is good,” Gabay said. “Things don’t have to be 

done the same way they were 10 to 15 years ago.”  

Responsive 
Classroom

Funding from private donors and the Jewish 

Federation is leveraged tenfold by enabling 

BJE to assist 21 schools, located within the 

Los Angeles Unified School District’s (LAUSD) 

boundaries, to access more than $1 million in 

professional development and student academic 

support funds through the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act administered by 

LAUSD (No Child Left Behind).
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BJE President Donna S. Nadel 

and her husband, Paul, 

graciously opened their home for 

a Cinco de Mayo Fiesta to thank 

members of BJE’s donor societies. In 

addition to a sumptuous Mexican 

feast and live mariachi music, BJE 

donors enjoyed a photography 

exhibit and talk by Bill Aron, the 

renowned photographer of Jewish 

life worldwide. Rhea Coskey 

chaired the event.

Cinco de Mayo Fiesta

Mrs. Odelia Gabay and her students

From right: Donna S. Nadel, Bill Aron, Rhea Coskey, 
Gil Graff, Miriam Prum Hess

Photographer Bill Aron
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BJE also helps teens to 

reframe such community 

service in terms of Jewish 

service learning. Alisha 

Pedowitz, BJE’s Teen 

Experiential Education 

Specialist and Program 

Leader of BJE Impact (the 

Center for Jewish Service Learning formerly 

known as Sulam), guides young people to reflect 

on their contribution in a Jewish context, rather 

than view it as a one-time action, and find ways 

to integrate their experience into their lives.   

“Teenagers are at a critical age, when they’re figuring 

out who they want to be in the world,” said Pedowitz, 

who helps lead a constellation of BJE teen programs that 

explore the potential to create immediate impact – and to 

spark a lifelong passion to make the world a better place 

(“tikkun olam”).      

For instance, so that other young teens in the Los Angeles 

area can conceive meaningful “mitzvah projects,” usually 

done in connection with b’nai mitzvah celebrations, BJE 

Impact is developing a digital toolkit and online work 

space called “StepUp!” to help guide students and their 

families in the creation of meaningful projects, and 

to help teens identify areas of interest, ranging from 

domestic violence prevention to elder care. It will also be 

a resource for Jewish educators to track their students’ 

progress and reflect on their work.
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Wright Education Fund at The Seattle 
  Foundation

$1,800 - $4,999 (Chai Society)
Anonymous
Adat Ari El Synagogue
Barbara & Albert Algaze
Hilda & Al Ashley
Debbie & Mark Attanasio
Donna & Ron Bender
Kara Nortman & Jake Blumenthal
Irene & Yoni Boujo
Sandra & Dr. Mayer Brenner
Rabbi Michelle Missaghieh & Dr. Bruce Ellman
Estate of Morris Knopow*
Lisa Lainer-Fagan & Brian Fagan
Carrol & Jack Fenigstein
Jerold Fine
First Western Financial
Shelley Zalis Fleshner & Dr. Phillip Fleshner
Todd Gindy
Frida & Joel Glucoft
Roz & Abner Goldstine
Earl Greinetz
Roneet & Kenneth Kahan
Susanne & Paul Kester
Janine & Richard Kolodny
Trana & Ronald Labowe
Lee & Luis Lainer
Bernard Lax
Aliza & Michael Lesser
Mollie S. Levin
Judy & Bernard Levin
Esther & Jose Liberman
Roslyn & Joel Linderman
Linda Goldenberg Mayman & 
  Robert M. Mayman
Adrian & Larry Miller
Judith & Louis G. Miller
Marcia & David Nimmer
Oskar Schindler Humanities Foundation 
Linda & Bart Pachino
Eva Perlman
Julie & Marc Platt
Linda & Jeff Rohatiner
Roberta Goodman-Rosenberg & 
  David L. Rosenberg
Samuel and Helene Soref Foundation

  Michele Breslauer & Jeffrey I. Abrams
Dr. Claudia Wallack Samuels & 
  Sandor Samuels
Liz Rosman Schwartz & Mitchell Schwartz 
Gail & Steve Shapiro
Lise & Bennett Spiegel
Marci Barnhard Spitzer & Dr. Andrew Spitzer 
Linda & Dr. Steve Tabak
Joy & Martin Teitelbaum
Anna & William Tenenblatt
Union Bank
Shari & Michael Weiner
Bruce Whizin
Julie & Mel Wynn
Young Israel of Century City
Rosalie & Edwin Zalis

$1,000 - $1,799
Dr. Brenda Fabe & Michael Adler 
Sue & Eytan Avisar
Beatrice Schultz Endowment*
Lesley & Michael Blacher
Rosanna Bogart
Dr. Boris Catzz”l

Suzanne Czuker
Bonnie Smigel-Derin & Greg Derin
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Dimenstein
Marlynn & Rabbi Elliot Dorff
Keren & Leonard Dunn
Stacy & Denton Fisch
Steffanie & Geoffrey Gee
Faith & Richard Gershbock
Marjorie & Robert Gross
Betty Hamburger
Harkham Hillel Hebrew Academy
Margie & Jeff Honickman
Judith & Allan Kandel
Jean & Stephen Kaplan
Lynne & Jeff Lainer
Maimonides Academy
Ilana & Dr. Mark Meskin
Milken Community High School
Rosana & Alon Miller
Marnie & David Nagel
New Community Jewish High School
Myra & Bruce Newman
Anna Baum Novack & Barry Novack
Sandy Silas & Perry Oretzky
Ronne & Dr. Joshua Penn
Roz & Dr. Stephen Rothman
Ellen & Richard V. Sandler
Helen & Moshe Sassover
Sheri & Arnold Schlesinger
Gail & David Schnaid
Annette & Dan Shapiro
Sinai Akiba Academy
Sinai Temple
Rita & Jack Sinder
Brenda & Harold Walt
The Winebaum Family Charitable Trust
YULA Boys & Girls High Schools

Supporting Jewish Education:
HONOR ROLL OF DONORS

Gifts received
BJE gratefully acknowledges the essential support of the donors and organizations whose generosity enables BJE to provide 
ongoing services and programs to enhance quality, increase access and encourage participation in Jewish education.

BJE recently rebranded its service learning center and website as BJE Impact to 

reflect the on-the-ground outcomes to emerge from the center and its online 

space. “We are helping Jewish teens discover what impact they want to make in 

the world, while also being a resource for parents and educators to facilitate this 

process,” said Alisha Pedowitz, BJE’s Teen Experiential Education Specialist and 

Program Leader of BJE Impact.

Follow BJE Impact on

B
JE

Im
p

a
ct

2012 Teen Service Corps serving 
food at the Midnight Mission

Alisha Pedowitz
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If Daniela Mirell had to impart just one Jewish value, she would teach that a spiritual 

life reminds individuals that they comprise a world greater than themselves. 

This insightful lesson formed the thesis of her middle-school winning entry in the 

2012 Milken Family Foundation’s Jewish Educator Awards Student Essay Contest,  

held in partnership with BJE. Daniela won an unrestricted gift of $1,800 for her 

school, Sinai Akiba Academy, as well as a $500 contribution for her to direct to the 

charity of her choice.  

She felt inspired to give the $500 back to BJE, in no small part because of her 

experience with BJE’s Teen Service Corps, through which she volunteered at a  

Los Angeles homeless shelter in the summer of 2012.

“We went to the Midnight Mission to serve food,” said Daniela, now a ninth-grader 

at Harvard-Westlake School, who took part in the BJE program again in summer 

2013. “These people have nothing. To make their day by giving them food made 

them happy and made me smile.”   

Daniela also pointed to her summers at Camp Ramah and her Jewish day school-

based experiences such as traveling to Israel and helping at-risk youths as influencing 

her worldview. She takes the lessons of Jewish service learning to heart.

“If everyone in society would embrace their ability to reach out to God, both quietly 

and in helping others, they would act more appropriately and find more value in the 

acts they perform,” Daniela wrote in her essay.    

She already has her sights on Stanford University; her mother as well as her two 

siblings are alumni. “I wore an article of Stanford clothing every day during the 

school year,” said Daniela, whose unfolding future will certainly be worth watching.  

Teen Service
Learning 

$500 - $999
Dr. David Ackerman
Audrey & Benjamin Adler
Peggy & David Ash
Beth Jacob Congregation of Beverly Hills 
Esther Lerner Brenner
Susan & Sunny Brenner
Linda & Steven Brown
Sandy & Max Candiotty
Center for Initiatives in Jewish Education 
Judy & Dr. Daniel Cole
Daniel & Marieka Schotland Endowment Fund
Bonnie & Allan Duboff
Eris & Lawrence Field
Lori Mars & David Fields
Rochelle & Gary Finder
Pat & Errol Fine
Victoria & Dr. Charles Frankel
Diana & Robert Friedman
Leibe & Dr. Ivor Geft
Glynnis & Selwyn Gerber
Barbara & Alan Gindi
Deborah & Dr. Mark Goldenberg
Doris & Ernest Goodman
Ari Graff
Senta & Dr. Chaim Graff
Felice & Aryeh Greenbaum
Susan Kaiser Greenland & Seth Greenland 
Cathy Halfon
Aviva & Zalman Harari
Marlene & Rabbi Marvin Hier
Kathi Barnhard Hiller & Gary Hiller
Renee & Chuck Hurewitz
Ellen L. Jacobs & Martin Jacobs
Jeffrey Kandel
Rabbi Glenn Karonsky
Harriet & Leon Katz
Kenneth J. & Marilynn J. Friedman 
  Family Foundation
Stacy Reznikoff Kent & Ranon Kent
Nancy & Howard Klein
Rosina & Bob Korda
Hannah & Marshall Kramer
Arlene & Moshe Kupietzky
Jill & Martin Lasker 
Nadine & Steve Lavender
Kerri & Frank Lee
Jill & Matthew Lefferman
Tamra & Dr. Benjamin E. Lesin
Beverly & Andrew Liggett
Ilana & Brian Lipman
Iris & Philip Malinsky
Dee & Jeff Margolis
Mark Dyne Charitable Foundation
Debra & Robby Markovic
Dr. Chavee Lerer & Victor Mellon
Ilana & Dr. Shlomo Melmed
Dete & Paul Meserve
Mesivta of Greater Los Angeles (Calabasas) 
Lila Meyers
Fran & Stuart Miller
Mogen David Hebrew School
The Moshe Cohen Trust
Cheryl & Dr. Ronald Nagel
Monise & Anthony Neumann
Rebecca & Raphael Nissel
Doreen & Donald Nortman
Carole Oken
Marla & Ron Osband
Karen & Dr. Mitchell Parver
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Pollak
Dr. Hindi & Rabbi Adir Posy
Leslye & Dr. Samuel Prum
Fredi & Rabbi Joel Rembaum 
Janet & Bobby Rosenblum
Elaine Schenirer

Alice Schoenfeld
Rabbi & Mrs. Ari Segal
Jo Mintz-Seligman & Dr. Karl Seligman 
Klara & Martin Shandling
Adele Shapiro
Debbie & Steve Shrier
Sharon & Dr. Morris Silver
Amy & Lev Stark
Eve Kurtin & Dr. Michael Steinberg
Stephen S. Wise Temple
Mary & Aric Streit
Todd Sternfeld
Sidney Teichman
Dr. Jordana & Rabbi Kalman Topp
Rachel Andres & Benjamin Tysch
United Way of Greater Philadelphia
Tammy & Roey Urman
Helena & Steven Usdan
Shelley & Dr. Steven Weinstock
Sarah & Peter Weintraub
Mara & Dr. Jeff Werber
Rachael & Jonathan J. Wernick
Felice & Douglas Williams
The Winnick Family Foundation
Orna & Keenan Wolens
Laurie & Boris Zaidman
Elana & Scott Zimmerman

$250 - $499
Anonymous
Anita & Harold J. Zivetz Scholarship*
Karen & Robert Avrech
Greta Bayer
Nancy & Scott Beiser
Phillip Bendheim
Regina & Gary Benson
Melissa Patack & Dr. Michael Berenbaum 
Elaine Berke
Teri & Bruce Bialosky
Susan & George Birnbaum
Arlene & Stewart Bloom
Peni & Rabbi Daniel Bouskila
Susan & Jonathan M. Brandler
Lynda & Arie Buchman
Marysa & George Caplan
Lisa & Jeffrey H. Cohen
Rabbi & Mrs. Abraham Cooper
Susie Forer-Dehrey & Yehuda Dehrey
Orna & David Delrahim
Eileen & Dr. Don Diamond
Deborah Smotrich Diamond & Eric Diamond 
Maureen & Larry D. Eisenberg
Loretta & Avi Engel
Nancy Cooper-Federman & Neal Federman
Susan & Sam Fernandez
Wendy & Jeffrey Finn
Shari & Jeff Fishman
Helyn & Bob Friedman
Andrea & Larry Gill
Ninette Root Golub & Larry Golub
Jennie Lewkowicz & Dr. Emanuel Gottlieb 
Dr. Annette & Rabbi Mel Gottlieb
Vicky & Arnold Green
Fraida & Jeff Gutovich
Rabbi Nicole Guzik
Shirley & Richard Hahn
Marilyn & Monty Hall
Debbie & Edward Herbst
Shirley Hess
Ada & Jim Horwich
I.A. & A.I. Reiss Memorial Fund*
Judith & Howard Ishakis
Erika & Dr. Emil Jacoby
Goldy Jannol
Nelly Kahn
Sari Abrams & Rabbi Joseph Kanefsky

Frieda & Dr. Ernest Katz
Sylvia Kellerman
Leslie & Dr. L. Joel Kessler
Barbara & Dr. Ron Lang
Susan Morse Lebow
Karri & Murray Lee
Irene & Howard Levine
Debbie & Morey Levovitz
Tina & Michael Loboda
Fredda & Avrum Loewenstein
Batya Malick
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Mark
Alexandra Leichter & Michael Maroko
Marcie Meier
Eddie Mendelsohn
Judy & Bob Millman
Jesse Nadel
Paulette & Ron Nessim
Mr. & Mrs. Drew Parker
Arlettez”l & Dr. Irving Penn
Debbie & Rick Powell
Molly & Abe Presser
Miriam & Dr. Ronald Reynolds
Cynthia & David Roberts
Elaine Leemon Binder Robinson
Abby Robyn
Rosie & Mark Rosenbaum
Leah & Dr. Arnold Rotter
Irene & Norman Saiger
Alison Mayersohn & 
  Rabbi Laurence Scheindlin
Dana Goodman Schlessinger & 
  Evan Schlessinger
Tobie & Larry Schwimmer
Debra Fields & Jonathan Silberman
Julia & Ed Sohn
Caren & Erwin Sokol
Sol Bear & Esther Lipshutz Memorial Fund* 
Elizabeth & Michael Soroudi
Michelle & David A. Spiegel
Sari & Jay Stein
Edith Stern
Gladys Sturman
Linda Taylor
Temple Isaiah Preschool
Yael & Dan Tenenbaum
Charlene Zalis Waldman & Peter Waldman 
Jackie & Michael Waterman
Barbi & Lawrence Weinberg
Karen & Sanford Weiner
Yolande & Rabbi Dr. Abner Weiss
Mr. & Mrs. David West
Dr. Hannah & Rabbi Robert Wexler
Barbara Murphy & Gideon Wolf
Karen & Rick Wolfen
Judith & Fred Zolan

$100 - $249
Anonymous (2) 
Nancy & Dr. Emanuel Abrams
Sara & Dr. David Aftergood
Elke Coblens-Aftergut & Manny Aftergut 
Cantor Judy Dubin Aranoff & Mel Aranoff 
Andrea & Scott Austin
Nettie Becker
Bolotin Fund*
Barbara & Dr. Richard Braun
Ellen Moss Brown & Jeff Brown
Bud & Barbara Hellman Foundation, Inc.
Susan Zneimer & Martin Chetlen
Debra & Albert Cohen
Beverly & Robert Cohen
Ellen & Marshall Cole
Dvorah Colker
Nita Corinblit
Eleanor & Dr. Bernard Davidorf

Shani Yakov’s experience 

in BJE’s Teen Service 

Corps inspired her to help 

American soldiers, not just 

during the summer of 2012, 

but also at her bat mitzvah 

reception. 

Through the BJE program – 

in connection with Operation 

Gratitude, which seeks 

to lift morale in the U.S. 

military community – Shani, 

of Sherman Oaks, helped 

to craft 1,000 parachute 

cord bracelets that soldiers 

can use in the field for 

tourniquets, harnesses and 

repairs. At her bat mitzvah 

party six months later, she 

invited guests to weave 

more than 50 bracelets, 

saying, “I thought it would 

be fun for other people  

to make and would also  

be a mitzvah.”      

Daniela Mirell, Jesse Nadel, and Henry Platt 
participating in the 2012 Teen Service Corps
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Lisa and Adam Kaufman swiftly found the perfect Hebrew 

school for their 12-year-old son as a direct result of BJE’s  

online guide to diverse Jewish resources, known as JKidLA. 

To be sure, this was no simple feat. 

The Kaufmans’ son, Max, has Asperger syndrome, an autism 

spectrum disorder, and they reside in Rancho Palos Verdes, 

a suburb that does not offer a full range of services for Jewish 

children with special needs.  

“This is the most useful website,” Lisa Kaufman said of JKidLA, a unique combination of an extensive online presence and actual 

human “concierges,” providing customized information about a broad range of Jewish resources across the Los Angeles region. 

The program aligns with BJE’s multipronged mission surrounding Jewish education: boosting quality, increasing access and 

encouraging greater participation. 

“The site is constantly updated, easy to navigate and links to programs,” Kaufman said, allowing her to locate the Nes Gadol 

program, situated close to the school Max attends daily, and specifically designed for children with autism and other special 

needs to experience the joys of Jewish learning.  

Meanwhile, for the Manfredi family, who relocated in 2012 from Montreal to the Los Angeles area, JKidLA’s concierge service 

also proved to be a “blessing.” Sandra Bitton-Manfredi reached out directly to one of the concierges – one serves Los Angeles 

south of the Santa Monica Mountains, the other handles the Valley areas – for help in navigating myriad choices, from choosing 

a synagogue to finding one’s “like-minded” Jewish community.  

The service streamlines an overwhelming situation, Bitton-Manfredi said. BJE helped her to “open one door after another” 

so that she could find a home in an appropriate school district for her three children – Lana, 10, Simon, 12, and Vanessa, 16 – 

connect with a synagogue, and choose Jewish youth activities and camp. 

Bitton-Manfredi now volunteers three days 

a week at the Shalom Institute, a camp and 

conference center in Malibu. As she looks out 

the window at children playing, she shares 

how she eventually approached the head of 

the Institute, Bill Kaplan, to inquire whether 

he knew Rachel Donitz Kaplan, BJE’s Valley 

Concierge who proved so invaluable to her. 

(It turns out they are husband and wife.) 

There is an “incredible feeling of coming full 

circle,” she said, adding that especially “if you’re 

completely new to the area, the concierge 

service is a beacon of help and hope.”

JKidLAJudge Anita Dymant & Richard Drooyan 
Nancy & Michael Eisenstadt
Miriam & Herschel Elkins
Laurie & Matt Ember
Drs. Yossi & Gilat Englanoff
Ethel & Abe Weinberg Jewish 
  Education Fund*
Dr. Benjamin Fass
Mindy & Andrew Feldman
Rae Finegood
Deborah & Norman Frank
Lora Fremont
Yvette & Andrew Gardner
Karen & Mark Getelman
Gity & Howard Gluck
Susie & Marty Goldberg
Rheba Ganzweig Goldman
Susie & Bruce Goren
Karen & Jeffrey Goss
Diane M. Doolittle & Michael Grady
Beverly & Michael Greenberg
Lisa Feldman & Brian Greene
Brigitte & Uri Halabe
Janet Halbert
Evelyn & Nat Handel
Janna & James Harris
Abby & Dr. Larry Harris
Deborah Schmidt & Dr. Avi Havivi
Sarah Hershberg
Ellen & Mark Hurwitz
Harold Igdaloff
Mira & Alex Indich
Rina & Dr. Sherwin Isenberg
Jennifer Rothschild & Julian Izbiky
J. Hellman, Inc.
Jonathan Jacoby
Esther Kandel
Jackie & Dr. Robert Katz
Vicki & Arnie Kay
Susan Bloch & Stephen Kay
Lesley & Brian Kleinman

Linda & Dr. Harvey Kulber
Bettina Kurowski
Richard W. Labowe 
Lena & Mark Labowe
Serene Lazar
Sandra & Ezra Lee
Laurie Glickman & Jim Leewong
Drs. Nasreen Babu-Khan & Howard Lehrhoff 
Esther & Craig Levine
Janet Levine
Teri Cohan Link & Dr. Baruch Link
Nancy & Steven Lovett
Katherine & Russell Lynn
Judith & Rabbi Allen Maller
Eve & Dr. Harold Marcus
Mass Mutual Matching Gift Center
Maxwell & Betty Cagan Scholarship*
Julie & Joel Mayer
Marcie & Steve Medof
Dr. Robert J. Meth
Beverly K. Mintz
Dr. Jody Myers
Ellen & Jeff Nagler
Jill  & Steven Namm
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Neuman
Veronica & Paris Nourafchan 
Fariba & Rod Nourafshan
Marsha & Mark Novak
Pamela  & Gerald Offsay
Or HaChaim Early Childhood Center
Rachel & Roger E. Parrell
Judy Ranan & George Perkins
Deborah & Dr. Bruce Powell
Dr. Michelle Finkel & Dr. David Presser
Marjorie & Rabbi Jacob Pressman
Bea Reynolds
Adele & Herb Reznikoff
Rabbi Karen Fox & Michael Rosen
Elana & Jack Roth
Lois & Rabbi Moshe Rothblum
Lisa & Scott Saliman

Sandi & Avi Schlesinger
Lenny & Hal Schloss
Aviva Schotland
Nancy & Mark Schreiber
Sarajane & John Schwartz
Robert Shpiner
Rhoda & M. Melvin Shralow
Linda & Sylvain S. Silberstein
Selma & Philip Silverman
Doni & Dr. Steve Simons
Rachel Sisk
Freda & Dr. Sanford Small
Susan Fink & Robert Smith
Johannah Sohn
Laurie Goodman & Don Spetner
Liane & Benni Sternlieb
Myrna & Joseph Strapp
Elaine & Dr. H. Jerome Stulberg
Tove & Carl Sunshine
Ethel & Dr. Martin Taft
Pearl Tarnor
Temple Akiba Religious School
Laurie & Doron Tisser
Meryl & Michael Tuchin
Mindy & Neil Tucker
Janice & Theodore Tytell
Janet Metson-Urman & Harold Urman
Rodi & Rabbi Stewart L. Vogel
Mr. & Mrs. Murry Waldman
Janet & Congressman Henry A. Waxman
Deborah Eisen & Joel Weinstein
Pamela & Peter Weiss
Rena & Michael Wolkenfeld
Barbara & Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky
Linda & Mel Young 
Ruth Ziegler
Fran & Stuart Zimmermann

*Funds administered by the Jewish 
Community Foundation of Los Angeles
•Includes two grants in support 
of 2013-2014 programs

JKidLA can be found
@JKidLA.com and on:

The Kaufman Family

The Manfredi Family

BUILDING DAY
SCHOOL ENDOWMENTS

We acknowledge with appreciation donors 

who contributed funds between July 1, 2012 and 

June 30, 2013 to the Simha and Sara Lainer  

Day School Endowment Fund or to enable BJE to  

bring the Generations Program to Los Angeles.

Simha and Sara Lainer 
Day School Endowment Fund

is a joint project of BJE and 
The Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles:

Anonymous

The Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles

Marnie & David Nagel

The Ziegler Family Trust

Generations LA
is a joint project of BJE, the Partnership

for Excellence in Jewish Education (PEJE)
and the AVI CHAI Foundation:

Wendy & Richard Kellner

Ellie & Mark Lainer

Sheila & Aaron Leibovic

Janine & Peter Lowy

Sheila Baran Spiwak & Dr. Alan Spiwak

BJE gratefully acknowledges the generosity of those that have made 
testamentary provisions to support the enduring mission of BJE: 

LEGACY SOCIETY

BJE is grateful to be the recipient of generous
and continuing support from the Estates of:

Greta Bayer
Sandy & Max Candiotty

Rhea & Halz”l Coskey
Janet & Jake Farber

Robin & Gil Graff
Tobaz”l & Earl Greinetz

Betty & Sivanz”l Hamburger
Miriam Prum Hess & Mark Hess

Hyman Bolotinz”l*
Frances Brodyz”l

Dr. Maxwell S. & Betty C. Caganz”l*
Moshe Cohenz”l

Tamara Ehrlichz”l

Jeanine & Jerry Goldbergz”l*
Morris Knopowz”l*

Henry Chaim Lernerz”l

Sol Bear & Esther Lipshutzz”l*

Sydney M. Lindenz”l

Gisele Mandlz”l*
I.A. & A.I. Reissz”l*
Beatrice Schultzz”l*

Ethel & Abe Weinbergz”l*
Martin F. Witkinz”l

Anita & Harold J. Zivetzz”l*
Millie Zonez”l

 

*Funds administered by the Jewish Community Foundation of Los Angeles.  
To discuss Legacy designation or Endowment opportunities at BJE, 

please contact Miriam Prum Hess, (323) 761-8334 or mprumhess@bjela.org.

 z”l: of blessed memory

Renee & Phalen “Chuck” Hurewitz
Rabbi Glenn Karonsky

Linda Goldenberg Mayman & Robert Mayman
Marcia & David Nimmer

Norman Saiger
Jo Mintz-Seligman
Julie & Mel Wynn



Our strength as a people is rooted in teachings and experiences that connect Jews and 

Jewish communities across time and place.  

That is why, since its inception in 1937, BJE has focused on strengthening Jewish education in  

Los Angeles “mi-dor le-dor,” “from generation to generation.”    

This Annual Report features several of BJE’s stellar programs, which have an immediate impact 

on today’s Jewish community as well as a lasting effect by inspiring the “next generation.”     

You will read about how a BJE service helped parents of an autistic child find appropriate 

Jewish educational experiences; how a teen service program led one participant to offer her 

bat mitzvah guests a chance to work on a project to benefit the U.S. military; and how taking 

part in March of the Living with BJE eventually led a young woman to join the Peace Corps in 

Africa, among other stories.   

We also pay special tribute in this report to Janet and Jake Farber, the embodiment of 

“mi-dor le-dor,” in their lifelong commitment to the Jewish community and in imparting the  

values of Jewish education to their three children and eight grandchildren. 

BJE will continue to ensure that Jewish education leads to meaningful outcomes, for 

individuals, families and for the community as a whole, for generations to come. 

BJE’s success is a collective effort, and we deeply appreciate all the individuals and 

organizations that partner with us. 

Thank you for your generous and ongoing support,   

 
Donna S. Nadel Gil Graff, PhD
President                                                                             Executive Director

Financials at a Glance
FISCAL YEAR 2012-2013 (unaudited)

Hilda Ashley
Kathi Barnhard

Sandra R. Bernstein
George Caplan

Dr. Sheryl Cohen
Lisa Feldman

Betty Hamburger
Richard Kellner

Dr. Julius Lesner
Jo Mintz-Seligman

Karmi Monsher
Carole Oken

Marla Osband
Colleen Rabin

Debi Rowe
Norman Saiger

Rabbi Avrohom Stulberger
Karen Weiner

Mel Wynn
Barbara Yaroslavsky

Herb Abrams*
Al Ashley

Susan Baum
Mark S. Berns
Susan Brenner

Max Candiotty*
Rhea Coskey*
Bonnie Duboff

Keren Aviad Dunn
Dr. Bruce Ellman

Janet Farber*

Debra Fields
Denton Fisch

Faith Gershbock
Todd Gindy

Herbert Glaser*
Dr. Mark Goldenberg

Earl Greinetz*
Phalen “Chuck” Hurewitz*

Ellen L. Jacobs
Stacy Reznikoff Kent

Janine Kolodny

Mark Lainer*
Lisa Lainer-Fagan

Jill Lasker
Frank Lee

Dina Leeds
Jill Lefferman
Wesley Lester

Dr. Elaine Lindheim*
Linda Goldenberg Mayman*

Dete Meserve
Adrian Miller

Louis G. Miller
Donna S. Nadel

Mel Plutsky
Nurit Robin

Marc Rohatiner*
Mark Rosenbaum

David L. Rosenberg
Nancy R. Schulman

Liz Rosman Schwartz
Steve Shapiro

Bonnie Smigel-Derin

Bennett L. Spiegel
Marci Spitzer

Dr. Alan M. Spiwak
Sheila Baran Spiwak
Susan Jacoby Stern

Anna Tenenblatt
Ben Tysch

Shari Weiner
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Dr. Elaine Lindheim
Audit

Bonnie Smigel-Derin 
Board Member Education & Engagement

Debra Fields/Dete Meserve
Complementary 

Jewish Education Task Force

Richard Kellner/Mark Lainer 
Day School Endowment

Susan Baum
Directors Nominating Committee

Al Ashley 
Finance and Governance Overview

Linda Goldenberg Mayman 
ECE and Religious School Awards

Liz Rosman Schwartz 
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Dr. Alan Spiwak
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Investment
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March of the Living
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Jewish Educator Awards

Steve Shapiro 
Planning and Budget

Marc Rohatiner
Officers Nominating Committee

Susan Baum 
Standards, Affiliation, Accreditation
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Jewish Federation Grants for 2012-2013 BJE Services & Programs $   809,988
Jewish Federation Grant in Support of Slavin Children’s Library        90,082
Jewish Federation Grant for Student Scholarships (Morasha)        36,000
Jim Joseph Foundation High School Affordability Initiative*   2,374,368
Restricted Grants & Contributions   1,102,677
Unrestricted Contributions & Distribution from Investment   1,222,856
Fees from Program Services & Other Revenue   1,221,668

TOTAL     $6,857,639

Centers for Day School, Early Childhood & Complementary Jewish Education $2,065,958
Center for Teen Experiential Education   1,269,275
Center for Jewish Educational Engagement      148,292
Student Scholarships   2,049,050
Slavin Children’s Library        90,082
Communications, Financial Resource Development & Agency Visibility      517,722
Planning, Administration, Finance & Governance      621,206
Net Occupancy Charges**        96,054

TOTAL $6,857,639

*In conjunction with The Jewish Federation   **Net (Subvented) Rate for Occupancy at Jewish Federation’s Goldsmith Center
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