
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

URJ’s Ultimate Goal:  More people live lives filled with wholeness, justice, and compassion 

 

Our Theory:  We will bring about more wholeness, justice, and compassion if more people are 

connected to a Reform Jewish community and those communities are connected in a network 

that strengthens them and gives them access to resources that they could not have on their own. 

 

Because:  In those communities there is deeper Jewish learning (worship), inspiration (worship), 

and action (social justice), and support (community) to make each person better, and the world a 

better place. 

 

The old reasons for children’s education/congregations: 

 

1940’s and before:  Because we have to stick together and this is what we do 

1950’s-1980’s: Because we need a posthumous victory 

Next: To stamp us with an identity – bar or bat mitzvah 

Newer:  To have Jewish friends and Jewish values 

 

The educators’ perspective: 

• Build connection to people, place and Judaism 

• Build competence and confidence 

• Contribute to Jewish lives 

• Empower learners to contribute to Jewish community 

 

To parents – an educational why for now???:  the likelihood that your children will grow up 

experiencing wholeness, compassion, and justice, and contributing to a world where those exist 

to a greater degree, and that you also have that for yourself is increased by being part of a Jewish 

community.  And our education programs prepare you for, induct you into, and envelop you in 

such a community.  (Professor Larry Hoffman:  Jewish education is the process of entering into a 

5,000 year old conversation) 

 

The why for the congregation, the education programs, and the participants need to be at least in 

conversation with each other if not closely aligned.  


