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Recognized as one of the country’s most innovative educational initiatives by Jewish
Educational Service of North America (JESNA), BJE’s Concierge for Jewish Education
program is featured in the newest working paper from JESNA’s Lippman Kanfer
Institute and Berman Center for Research and Evaluation.

At Your Service

To help parents navigate Jewish educational options for their children and make their search
more effective, BJE was awarded a Cutting Edge grant from the Jewish Community Foundation
of Los Angeles to create an interactive website and a companion customer relations program.
With the close of the grant period, these services remain available at no charge to consumers
thanks to a program grant from the Jewish Federation. “We are blessed to be in a city that has
so many options,” says Miriam Prum Hess, Director of BJE's Center for Jewish Educational
Engagement. “But if you don’t know how to begin looking, what to look for, or what would be the
right fit for your family, it can be frustrating and off-putting.”

BJE launched JKidLA.com, a website that features a comprehensive listing of the vast Jewish
educational opportunities and resources in Los Angeles that can be accessed through a
sophisticated search engine. BJE Concierges for Jewish Education were added to provide the
customer-relations component.

Continued on Page 5




Opening this newsletter I'm sure you have noticed a
new look and, yes, a new name. We are simply BJE.
Rest assured, our core mission remains the same.
Working with its educational partners, BJE will
continue to deploy knowledge and expertise to
enhance the quality of Jewish educational
experiences while increasing access and
encouraging participation in all types of Jewish
educational settings. In the face of escalating
pressures on schools and parents, the need for BJE
services and programs has never been greater.

Identification as a “bureau” no longer reflects who we
are and incorrectly suggests that we are a
department of a larger organization. At the same
time, research indicated positive associations with the
BJE name, warranting the preservation of that
moniker. After months of work, spearheaded by
Susan Brenner, Denny Fisch and Stacey Barrett, we
begin the new year with a new name and a new logo.

New names and logos are nice but, standing alone,
they certainly do not represent substantive change.
BJE'’s 2007 strategic plan suggested the desirability
of updating and contemporizing our organization’s
brand along with pursuing programmatic initiatives of
the sort described in these pages. This newsletter
reflects not only a new design, but describes
significant strides in addressing compelling
community needs.

Itis BJE's goal to be viewed by all of its constituents
as a full partner in our common commitment to
building Jewish education. With the hard work of our
lay and professional staff | am gratified to report that
BJE is ably responding to changing times and
remains the first stop for anyone who wants to
address a community-wide Jewish educational issue.
As we start the new year, best wishes to each of you
for a shanah tovah,
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Jim Joseph Foundation To Fund
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i BJE has played the key
role — under the leadership
of Gil Graff and Miriam
Prum Hess, in initiating
and executing the entire
Jim Joseph Foundation
grant process. It is this
leadership that has truly
made a difference. ?’

— Dr. Bruce Powell

The Jim Joseph grant aims to bring in 180 families who would never have considered
a Jewish high school because of the cost, and will fund about 450 continuing

students who could not have maintained day high school enroliment without
tuition subvention.

Miriam Prum Hess, Director of BJE’s Center for Excellence in Day School
Education, notes that for a number of years BJE has been working to
create such a scholarship fund and has already secured the $4.25
million commitment in matching funds toward the endowment.

“The goal is to ultimately create a $100 million endowment for Los
Angeles,” she says, “to make a Jewish day school education more
accessible to an increasing number of students.” “We are

pleased that the Jewish Federation shares this visionary goal,”
added Dr. Gil Graff.

The five high schools are optimistic and energized by the
outcome. Says Dr. Bruce Powell, Head of School of the New
Community Jewish High School, “BJE has played the key role -
under the leadership of Gil Graff and Miriam Prum Hess, in
\. initiating and executing the entire Jim Joseph Foundation grant
process. It is this leadership that has truly made a difference.”
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Susan Jacoby Stern

For their contributions to the advancement of Jewish
education, Joel Stern and Susan Jacoby Stern, will
be honored at BJE’s Annual Gala, January 7, 2010,

at Sephardic Temple Tifereth Israel.

Continued on Page 6
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BJE Re-Focuses lts
School Personnel Services

Recently, educators and school boards of Jewish schools
served by BJE voted to “sunset” a longstanding Code of
Personnel Practices. The Code, developed at a time
when most Jewish schools were part time “Talmud Torah”
programs, regulated aspects of the employment
relationship between schools and educators who taught
Hebrew and Jewish studies.

In Keeping With the Times

“Increasingly many stakeholder groups expressed
concerns about issues that were seen as more
appropriately managed between employee and employer,”
said BJE Executive Director, Dr. Gil Graff. These concerns
were a catalyst for creating a BJE Personnel Services Task
Force as part of BJE's strategic planning process.

A Thoughtful Process

One of the members of the Task Force, Bonnie Smigel-
Derin, notes that the group was extremely thorough in its
assessment. “As a lay leader, | felt BJE was very inclusive
of all the constituencies with regard to the Code of
Personnel Practices,” she says. “It was a very serious,
deliberative and open process.”

After many months of meetings and discussions, the Task
Force recommended that the Code be sunsetted. By the
terms of the Code, this — as any amendment — required
approval of BJE’s Board, and a majority of voting
educators and school boards.

BJE’s Commitment: Partnership

With the close of a 45-day voting period, on June 22 a
majority of voting school boards and educators approved

Continued on Page 10
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Making Connections

At YOUI' SEI’ViCE Continued from Page 1

A Creative Force to Strengthen Jewish Education

As Director of BJE’s Center for Excellence in Day School
Education, Miriam Prum Hess consults with 36 Jewish
day schools in the Los Angeles area to strengthen their
operational capacity and build overall support for day
schools. She focuses on helping them institute best
practices, develop joint purchasing initiatives, and
acquire increased financial support. Miriam initially came
to BJE on loan from the Jewish Federation, where she
served as Vice President of Planning and Allocations, in
response to BJE’s proposal to create a position to
strengthen day school operations. Now formally part of
the BJE staff, Miriam continually expands BJE programs
and services to the benefit of students throughout the
community. She was recently awarded the Alan J. Kassin
Award for Outstanding Professional Achievement from
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the Jewish Communal
Professionals of Southern
California. Miriam holds
fwo master’s degrees,
one in Jewish Communal
Service from Hebrew
Union College and another in Social Work from USC.
She and her husband, Mark, have two children, Eliana
and Ezra, who are both students in Jewish day schools.
Recently, we spoke to her about her work at BJE.

What do you consider your greatest
accomplishments to date at BJE?

Miriam: Through the Concierge services and
JKidLA.com, BJE has had a tremendous impact in the
Continued on Page 10
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Continued from Page 4

GCommitted to Enriching the Lives of Youth

Alan Spiwak was just finishing his term as president of the Jewish
Free Loan Association two years ago when he received an offer he
couldn’t refuse: to join BJE's Board of Directors.

Alan, who manages Southwestern Bag Company, has always been
both interested and active in enriching the lives of young people and,
in particular, those in the Jewish community.

Alan earned a doctorate in clinical psychology while working with
severely retarded children. He worked with the Anti-Defamation
League and served as the regional youth commissioner for United
Synagogue Youth (USY) as well as youth commissioner at his
synagogue, Temple Beth Am. “| love interacting with kids and
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relating to them,” said Alan, who participated in USY as a teen.
“They are the future.”

His decision to join the Board was reinforced by the fact that his
wife, Sheila, who currently serves as Vice President of the Board,
has been very active with BJE. Alan, newly elected BJE Treasurer,
serves on the Executive Committee, chairs the Planning and Budget
Committee and is Co-Chair of the Strategic Planning Committee.

At the Jewish Federation, Alan serves on the Education Pillar and
previously chaired a committee that funds Israel programming for
youth.

Continued on Page 9
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On Yom HaShoah,
| just couldn’t
bring myself to
attend class;
| explained this to
my instructors and
spent the day at the
Holocaust Museum;
later that evening
| participated in a
candlelight service
on campus that |
helped organize...”

— Hayley Miller
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A New Home for
Jewish Community
Library

The Jewish Community Library of Los Angeles has been
a significant source for Jewish books as well as films,
music, and archives. Established in 1947 by the Jewish

. H?\\ " { ' r Federation, the Library has also served as a focal point
;__-\h - for scores f’f famlly.programs offered year-round that
o 3 promote Jewish learning and culture.

Strategic Direction

Meeting Community Needs

Synchronicity
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Continued from Page 7

Educating the Educators

BJE is Committed to Strengthening Jewish Education in Every Setting

BJE Builds Partnerships & Delivers
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Personnel Services
Continued from Page 4

* Birthday

* Bar/Bat Mitzvah

* Anniversary

¢ Birth of a new baby

* Perpetuate the memory of a loved one
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BJE’s mission is to enhance quality, increase access,
and encourage participation in Jewish education
throughout Greater Los Angeles. BJE, independently
and in collaboration with schools and other community
institutions is an advocate, planner, catalyst, and
creative leader for strengthening and advancing Jewish
learning, with emphasis on children, early childhood
through high school, their educators and parents.
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LOS ANGELES OFFICE
6505 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 300, Los Angeles, CA 90048
phone 323-761-8605

fax 323-761-8640

VALLEY OFFICE

22622 Vanowen Street, West Hills, CA 91307
phone 818-464-3397

fax 818-464-3378

SLAVIN FAMILY CHILDREN’S LIBRARY
6505 Wilshire Boulevard, Ground Floor

Los Angeles, CA 90048

phone 323-761-8648

fax 323-761-8657

BJE CONCIERGES FOR JEWISH EDUCATION
Debra Markovic 323-761-8616 / dmarkovic@bjela.org
Rachel Donitz Kaplan 818-464-3391 / rkaplan@bjela.org
Visit www.jkidla.com for Jewish educational opportunities

CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION
FOR TEACHERS

Visit www.bjela.org to view current courses or call
Janice Tytell 818-464-3372

BJE SULAM - Jewish Service Learning for Teens
Visit www.sulamcenter.org for community service
opportunities

The BJE is a beneficiary of The Jewish Federation bw
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December 10, 2009
Milken Family Foundation Jewish Educator Awards
Honoring distinguished Jewish educators in BJE-accredited day schools

December 11, 2009

BJE March of the Living registration deadline

For information, contact Monise Neumann (323) 761-8613
mneumann@bjela.org

January 7, 2010
BJE Gala Dinner Honoring Joel Stern & Susan Jacoby Stern
For information, contact Stacey Barrett (323) 761-8612 sharrett@bjela.org

January 17, 2010
BJE Continuing Education Conference for Complementary Schools
For information, contact Janice Tytell, (818) 464-3372 jtytell@bjela.org

March 8, 2010

BJE'’s Bebe Feuerstein Simon Early Childhood Education Institute
For information, contact Esther Elfenbaum (323) 761-8617
eelfenbaum@bijela.org



